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Decommissioning of Effluent Disposal Systems

Connection to sewer

When sewer becomes available as part of the sewerage infill program, the Water Corporation requires properties to connect to sewer within:

1. 5 years of it being available; or

2. 12 months of the property being sold; or

3. 60 days from the day any alterations or subdivisional approvals have been given.

When to Decommission Effluent Disposal Systems
Under the Health (Treatment of Sewage and Disposal of Effluent and Liquid Waste) Regulations 1974, where a property has connected to sewer, the owner must decommission their septic tanks or effluent disposal systems in the following circumstances:

1. When there is a change in the use of the premises, decommissioning must occur within 60 days after the day on which the change in use occurred;
2. When there is a change of ownership of a property, decommissioning must occur within 60 days following that change of ownership;
3. If foundations for a building on the premises are to be built closer than 1.2 metres from the apparatus, or  a building is to be constructed above the apparatus, decommissioning must occur before building works commence.

Please note that if a property is to be sold, the cost associated with decommissioning can exceed $1000, therefore it is recommended that you ascertain that decommissioning has already occurred.  If decommissioning has not occurred, purchasers may take such costs into consideration at the time of offer and acceptance, as legislation states that it is the ‘new property owner’ who must carry out the required decommissioning within 60 days of a change of property ownership.
How to Decommission Your Effluent Disposal System
1. The septic or ATU tanks, leach drains or soak wells must be pumped out by a Licensed Liquid Waste Contractor and the waste is to be disposed of at an approved site.
2. The empty septic or ATU tanks, leach drains or soak wells are to be removed from site and the area is to be backfilled with clean fill (e.g. yellow sand) and then compacted adequately;

OR

If it is not practicable to remove septic or ATU tanks, leach drains or soak wells, the lids must be removed and the bottom of the septic or ATU tanks broken up. The septic or ATU tanks, leach drains or soak wells must then be backfilled with clean fill and then compacted.
3. A ‘Certification of Decommission of an Effluent Disposal System’ form is to be completed by the Licensed Liquid Wast Contractor or Demolition Contractor and is to be returned to the City’s Health Services within seven (7) days.
Should you require any further information regarding this matter, please contact the City of Wanneroo’s Health Services on 9405 5000 or visit www.wanneroo.wa.gov.au.
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 Disclaimer:  This information sheet is a guide only and is considered to be correct as of October 2006 and may be updated without any notice.  Verification with original Acts, Regulations, Local Laws, Planning Schemes and other relevant documents is recommended for detailed references.  The City of Wanneroo accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions.

