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Skin Penetration Procedure Establishments
The Skin Penetration Code of Practice applies to all persons and premises where skin penetration procedures are performed.  It does not apply to dentists, medical practitioners, podiatrists or nurses. A skin penetration procedure involves the piercing, cutting, puncturing, tearing or shaving of the skin, mucous, membrane or conjunctiva of eye. Examples include:

· Tatooing

· Body piercing

· Acupuncture

· Depilatory waxing

· Electrolysis

· Cosmetic Tattooing

· Lancing

Skin penetration procedures can be placed into three risk levels:

1. A NON-CRITICAL PROCEDURE – Appliance may come into contact with intact skin but does not penetrate skin or come into contact with mucosa or blood.  Appliances require cleaning.
2. A SEMI-CRITICAL PROCEDURE – Appliance comes into contact with mucosa or blood.  Appliances require disinfection.
3. A CRITICAL PROCEDURE – Appliance enters or penetrates the skin.  Appliances require cleaning and sterilisation.
A skin penetration procedure area is the area in which the skin penetration procedure will be performed.  Requirements for this area include:

· All floors, floor coverings, walls, ceiling, shelves, fittings and other furniture shall be constructed of materials suitable for the procedures undertaken and shall be kept clean and in good repair.

· Surfaces that come into direct contact with a client’s skin or mucous membrane must be smooth, impervious and in good repair.

· A hand basin supplied with hot and cold water, soap and paper towels must be available in the immediate area where the skin penetration procedure is undertaken.  New premises shall provide a hand basin that can be operated by means other than hands.  

A work space/preparation area is the area where appliances are prepared before use on a client and must be separate from the client treatment area.  Requirements for this area include:

· Two sinks, one for hand washing and one for cleaning and decontaminating appliances.

· All work surfaces shall be smooth and impervious including floors, which shall also be non-slip.

· Provide sufficient bench space to accommodate necessary equipment.

General requirements

· Lighting to comply with Australian Standards, AS 1680.2.0 1990, ‘Interior Lighting – Recommendations for specific tasks and interiors.’

· All sharps are to be disposed of in a designated puncture resistant container that complies with Australian Standard AS 4031, ‘Non reusable containers for the collection of sharp medical items used in health care areas’.

Detailed scaled drawings of the proposed hairdressing establishment must be submitted to Council’s Health Services and approval obtained prior to commencement of work.  
Should you require any further information regarding this matter, please contact the City of Wanneroo’s Health Services on 9405 5000 or visit.

Disclaimer:  This information sheet is a guide only and is considered to be correct as of October 2006 and may be updated without any notice.  Verification with original Acts, Regulations, Local Laws, Planning Schemes and other relevant documents is recommended for detailed references.  The City of Wanneroo accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions.

