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Bees

During spring time bee activity is noticeably increased. This is due to bees searching for acceptable places to make a hive.  They can often be seen settled in a ball formation or congregated around eaves, letterboxes, bins, trees or a water source.  The swarm will often remain for a day or two while scout (worker bees) search for a new home, or it may move to another location.  Should the swarm continue to be observed after two days and if they are creating a nuisance or potential hazard the following steps should be taken.

Bee Location

Private Property – 
Area behind your letterbox and verge line

Owner/occupier of the property’s responsibility

· Call a qualified Pest Controller

· Call an Apiarist/Bee Handler (yellow pages under Bee Keepers)

Council Property – 
Includes verges, paths and foot paths

If the bees are causing a nuisance notify the City’s Infrastructure Maintenance / Parks Department on 9405 5000. Note: Does not include Main Roads road reserves, referral will be made to Main Roads Western Australia in this instance.  

Please refer to the Department of Agriculture information sheets regarding the ‘”Honey bee swarms and nests” on www.agric.wa.gov.au

Local Laws
Residents are advised that the City of Wanneroo have local laws in relation to the keeping of bees.  These are as follows:

City of Wanneroo: Animal Local Law 1999, Part 6, Keeping of Bees.

1) A person shall not keep a beehive in a residential area or a special rural area without written approval of the local government.

A person shall remove a beehive kept in contravention of this local law when directed to do so by the local government.

Please refer to the Department of Agriculture information sheets regarding the “General guide to backyard beekeeping” on www.agric.wa.gov.au
Should you require any further information regarding this matter, please contact the City of Wanneroo’s Health Services on 9405 5000 or visit http://www.public.health.wa.gov.au







Disclaimer:  This information sheet is a guide only and is considered to be correct as of October 2006 and may be updated without any notice.  Verification with original Acts, Regulations, Local Laws, Planning Schemes and other relevant documents is recommended for detailed references.  The City of Wanneroo accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions.
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