
East Wanneroo Structure Plan
Information about the Structure Plan

The Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) released the 
fi nal East Wanneroo Structure Plan (EWSP) on 27 January 2011. The 
EWSP is a WAPC document, not a City of Wanneroo document.

Whilst questions about the EWSP should be directed to the Department 
of Planning, this information sheet aims to address some of the 
questions you might have about the document and to clarify the City of 
Wanneroo’s position on the plan.

The EWSP is available on the WAPC website (www.planning.wa.gov.
au) under ‘publications’. Copies are also available from the Department 
of Planning (140 William Street, Perth) and the City of Wanneroo Civic 
Centre (23 Dundebar Road, Wanneroo).

It is important that you carefully read the EWSP yourself to properly 
understand what it is proposing for the East Wanneroo area
(Figure 11). Some of its main proposals include:
• identifi cation of ‘potential urban’ areas;
• identifi cation of areas to remain rural;
• two industrial areas (subject to further planning);
• an ‘employment purposes’ area within part of the existing state forest 

reserve (subject to further planning);
• identifi cation of important natural environmental areas; and
• a network of proposed major roads.

Whhat ddoess the EWSSP ppropoose??

No. The EWSP will not change the existing zoning of land in the area. An 
amendment will be required to the Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS) 
and subsequently, the City’s District Planning Scheme to change the 
existing zoning of land.

Dooes tthe EEWSPP rezzonee my y landd??

Whhen wwill I bbe abble too apply to subddivivide mmy laand foor ressidenntial uuse??
The WAPC is responsible for making decisions on applications to subdivide 
land.  The City will only support subdivision applications once:
• the land concerned is appropriately zoned for residential use under the MRS 

and the City of Wanneroo’s District Planning Scheme No. 2; 
• structure plans have been prepared for the area; and
• development contribution arrangements are in place. Further information 

about development contributions is available from the WAPC’s “State 
Planning Policy 3.6: Development Contributions for Infrastructure”.

It is not possible to give a precise timeframe for when the above conditions 
might occur, as this could vary throughout the East Wanneroo area. However, 
it should be noted that even if the required actions are undertaken in a timely 
manner, it could be several years before residential subdivision can occur in the 
area.

Is it cerrtain that landd shoown aas ‘pop tenttiai l urrban’’ will be reezonned sso 
thaat urbban ddevelopmment can occurur?
No.  This will depend on the outcome of the studies that need to be done 
as part of the rezoning process. These studies include:
• detailed environmental studies;
• district water management strategies;
• infrastructure staging strategies; and
• Federal Government environmental approvals.

Successful rezoning will also depend on the necessary approvals being 
given by the WAPC, the Minister for Planning and the Federal Government.  
State Parliament may also be involved in the approval process.

Urban areas include non-residential uses such as public open space 
(parks) and school sites.  The location of these uses and the properties 
affected will only be known as more detailed planning occurs through 
preparation of District and Local Structure Plans.  Affected landowners 
will be consulted in the preparation of these plans.

Do I havve too deveelop oor suubdivvide mymy landd?
No. There is no obligation on a landowner to develop or subdivide their land.
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The EWSP includes an ‘implementation plan’ (section 6.2) that focuses 
on the ‘potential urban’ areas.   There are criteria that need to be met 
before the WAPC will consider initiating an amendment to rezone land 
to Urban.  Detailed studies will need to be done to show that the criteria 
have been met.  A District Structure Plan will also need to be prepared in 
support of any amendment to the MRS.

Whhat ddoess the EWSSP ppropoose sshoh uld d haappen neext?

Figguree 11 fromm EEast  Wannnererooo SStruccturre PPlan (WAAPCC)

Whho wwill doo the detaailed studdies and prreparre thee Disstrict t Struucturre 
Plaan reequirered ass a pprecuursorr to reezzoninng to Urbaan?
Under the EWSP, landowners that wish to develop their property will be 
required to undertake the necessary detailed studies, in conjuction with 
the City of Wanneroo, in order to prepare the required District Structure 
Plan.

Whho wwill pprepaare LLocal Struuctuurere Plaans?
The EWSP proposes that Local Structure Plans will generally need to be 
prepared by landowners who wish to develop their land.
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Whho doo I coontacct forr moore innformmatation abouut thee EWWSP??
The Department of Planning.  
Contact details:
• 140 William Street, Perth 6000.
• Telephone:  6551 9000
• Website:  www.planning.wa.gov.au
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What is Council’s Position on the East Wanneroo Structure Plan?

The EWSP sets out how the WAPC and Department of Planning (DoP) consider the planning of the East Wanneroo area should 
be progressed.  Council considered the EWSP at its meeting of 5 April 2011 and formed its own position on the EWSP, as 
outlined below. 

The main points of Council’s decision relate to:

The WAPC to prepare a detailed and 
clear implementation process that 
addresses the issues raised by Council.

The WAPC to fund the various studies 
required to enable initiation of rezoning 
to Urban Deferred, and reserving the 
relevant regional reservations, under the 
MRS.

and
requesting

The WAPC that Council maintains the view expressed in its previous submissions on State 
planning initiatives affecting this area, that a longer term planning horizon is required and, on 
this basis, consideration should be given to longer term urban development to extend further 
eastward into the State forest area, potentially linking to Ellenbrook.

Administration to prepare for Council’s consideration a Local Planning Policy to defi ne the 
City’s expectations and requirements for progressing planning proposals in East Wanneroo.

Council’s position regarding the various land use proposals shown on the EWSP map pending 
the outcome of the studies required to confi rm the suitability of the subject land for those uses.

To the Minister for Planning, advising of Council’s concerns on this matter as set out in this 
decision, and advising that should the WAPC not satisfactorily address these concerns, Council 
may consider requesting the Minister to give direction to the WAPC, requiring that the WAPC 
take the necessary actions to satisfactorily address these concerns.

Requesting

Advising

Requiring

Reserving

Writing

Whhat iss thee Cityy noww doiing too progogresss the plannningg of thhis aarea??
The City has written to the WAPC advising of its position on these matters.  
The City is also preparing a Local Planning Policy that will aim to clarify 
how the City believes the planning of this area should be progressed. 
It will provide local level guidance (from the City’s perspective) on what 
further studies need to be undertaken, by whom and at what stage of 
the planning and development process. It is intended that the  proposed 
policy will be released as a draft for public comment in the later part of 
2011.

Whho doo I coontacct forr infoormaattion aboutt Couuncil’s’  poositioon onn thee 
EWWSP??
City of Wanneroo Administration.  
Contact details:
• Telephone:  9405 5000
• 23 Dundebar Road, Wanneroo, WA  6065
• Website:  www.wanneroo.wa.gov.au

In summary, Council’s position based on its decision of 5 April 2011, 
relates to the following key matters:

• Council does not support the EWSP’s requirement for many issues 
to be addressed now (eg detailed plans for infrastructure provision, 
staging, activity centres), which are not necessary for providing 
certainty for landowners as to whether they will remain rural, or one 
day be able to become urban.

• Council does not support the EWSP’s requirement that landowners 
(and the City of  Wanneroo), rather than the relevant State Government 
agencies, be responsible for doing most of the work and studies 
now required to confi rm future urban use of parts of this area. The 
scale of many or all of these studies will undoubtedly be beyond the 
scope of any individual landowner to complete and potentially beyond 
the resources and capacity of the City to undertake in a timely and 
coordinated manner.

• Council considers that the next stage of planning should provide 
certainty regarding future urban use as soon as possible.  For this 
to occur, Council sees that the relevant State Government agencies 
need to play a greater role in the undertaking of the work and studies 
which will be involved in this next stage of planning.

CCoouunncciil’ss poposiis ttioonn

FFuurrthheerr iinnfoof rrmmaatioonn
Please refer to the Administration Report on this subject, which was 
considered at Council’s meeting of 5 April 2011.  This report is available 
on the City’s website under “Council>Council Meeting Information and 
Dates >Agendas and Minutes 2011’.
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