11 November 2014

QUINNS ROCKS

Tide turns on area
closure after works

Lucy Jarvia

RESIDENTS have welcomed
the beach reopening in Quinns
Rocks following completion of
emergency coastal protectlon
Works.

The Save Our Foreshore
@uinns Beach Facebook group
campaigned for immediate ac-
tion to save Frederick Stubbs
Park and the foreshore follow-
Ing severs erosion late last
year,

Co-founder Natalle Sangalll
said the entire community had
embraced the return of the
park amd access to the beach.

“The sandbag revetment
and limestone wall turned out
better than we could have ever
Imagined,” she sald,

“Fred Stubbs park is al-
ready seeing a high number of
visitors and, as the weather
heats up, so will the beach.”

Mrs Sangalli said that
would not have happensd
without the support of the 6050
community, Butler MLA John
Quigley, City of Wanneroo
stafl and contractors Curnow
Group.

The City last week issued a
statement that the beach was
agaln open o the public, al-
though there was still work to
be done to provide acCcpss.

“Thinking back to the con-
dition of the beach this time
last year alter a series of se-

S

Wanneroo Mayor Tracey Roberts stepped out on ml;lulnn.".
Beach afrer it reopened 1o the public lastweek.

Vere storms and constant ero-
slon, it Is wonderful io see this
project come full circle”
Mayor Tracey Roberts sald.

“Until mow, our priority
has been to protect the beach
and park, which we have done,
and now our community can
enjoy the beach, park and
playground ahead of summer.

“Dur next priority will be
looking at ways that we can
improve access to the beach.”

Mrs Roberis said the City
was alse investipating long-
term options to protect the
foreshore from erosion, with a
community reference group
due to meet for the fourth time
in early 2015.

‘Works done so far have in-
claded matting and vegetation
in the sand dunes, with more
planting planned next winter,

Mrs Sangalli said the group
was still collecting slgnatines
on a petition for State funding
for the long-term coastal pro-
tection works.

The @uinns Rocks resident
also urged residents to provide
feedback on how they ussd the
beaches when the City seeks
community feedback.

In September, the counci
accepted a $114.516 tender
from Cardno WA to provide
consultancy services for the
long-term coastal management
in Quinns Rocks.

Mrs Sangalll said the con-
sultants were looking for old
photos of the beach between
the Guinns Mindarie Surf Life
Saving Club and Jindalee,
which people could share in
the Facehook group or email to
sangallifamily@iinet.net.au.
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WET weather did not dampen
the spirits of residents cele-
brating the reopening of Fred
Stubbs Park in Quinns Rocks
last 2}

“Save our foreshore Quinns
Beach' Facebook group co-
founder Nat Sangalli said
those attending included Fred
Stubbs' daughter Carolyn.

Revisiting the park during
finer weather on Sunday, Mrs
Sangalli said children loved
the upgraded park.

“Sunday was the best re-
ward, sitting there and watch-
ing the kids play,” she said.

Wanneroo Mayor Tracey
Roberts highlighted the part-
nership established between
the community and the City,
and the work by contractor
Curnow Group.

“It seems so appropriate
that we lost the park in a

Carolyn Stubbs, Wanneroo Mayor Tracey Roberts and Nat Sangalli and other local residents at Fred Stubbs
Park’s reopening. Picture: Marcus Whisson e communitypix comoau 4425102
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Storm a fitting
backdrop at park

storm and we are reopening it
in a storm,” she sald.

“It was a low key opening
but lots of emotion because
everyone was so thankful that
the park was there.”

Mrs Sangalll said she was
grateful to all those who had
supported the campalgn start-
ed almost a year ago by her-
self, Kelly Keogh and Sarah
Hombsch when storms caused
severe erosion at the park.

“It's not over and people can
sign a petition for long-term
erosion funding,” she said.

The petition is at Salty’s
Café opposite the park.

Eric Coates made a minia-
ture bulldozer mounted on a
plague for Curnow Group to
show residents’ appreciation
for their work, done with waves
often lapping their machinery.

Lucy Jarvis
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QUINNS ROCKS

Beachside park set to reopen

FRED Stubbs Park, and its new
playground overlooking Quinns
Beach, is due to reopen this Fri-

day.

The City of Wanneroo closed
the park last September after se-
vere coastal erosion, prompting
an online community campaign,
Save Our Foreshore @Quinns
Beach.

Residents including Nat San-
galll, Kelly Keogh, Sarah Homb-
sch and Stephen Faulkner lobbied
the council to rebuild the park,
and it decided to do so last March

The playground at Fred Stubbs
Park

as part of emergency coastal pro-
tection works.
A statement from the City last

week said contractor Curnow
Group would finish the coastal
protection work in September.

“Sand nourishment works
north of the groyne at Quinns are
now complete, with 26,000 tonnes
of sand in place,” it said.

“The limestone retaining wall,
including conservation fencing
on top of the wall, is also com-

plete.

“The sandbag revetment wall
now extends beyond the newly
constructed limestone retaining
wall and native vegetation is

being planted between the lime-
stone retaining wall and sandbag
revetment.”

Wanneroo Mayor Tracey
Roberts said the Quinns coastline
was being regularly monitored as
part of the short and long-term
coastal management.

“Monthly beach surveys are
being undertaken by the City's
coastal engineering consultant
and will continue until Novem-
ber, while monthly photographic
monitoring of the Quinns Rocks
coastline will continue until the

end of the year,” she said.

“A hydrographic survey is
scheduled for September, and col-
lection of wave, water level and
current data is also being under-
taken as part of the long-term
metocean data collection.™

A community reference group
met for the first time in July to re-
view the consultancy brief for the
long-term coastal management
study and the next meeting
should be in October, following
the appointment of the long-term
coastal manapement consultant.
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QUINNS ROCKS

TRUCKS have delivered more than half the sand re-
quired to replenish the Quinns Rocks beach, while a
limestone wall is almost half-complete.

Seven months after residents started a communi-
ty campalgn to Save Our Foreshore Quinns Beach,
the beachfront has been full of construction activity
to restore Frederick Stubbs Park and protect the
foreshore from future storm erosion.

Wanneroo Mayor Tracey Roberts sald about 15
people were working on the Carnow building site,
with clearing and major earthworks near comple-
tion.

“More than 82m (40 per cent) of the limestone wall
has been constructed and about 30 to 40m (15 per
cent) of sand bag revetment wall has been construct-
ed,” she sald. “With regard to beach renourishment
north of the groyne, approximately 15,000 tonnes
have been brought to site so far.”

Mrs Roberts sald they had filed 620 sand bags
with 1550 cublc metres of sand, with about 220 placed
on the revetment slope.

She said about 12000 tonnes of sand was due to
arrive on site through May and June for the beach
renourishment works.

“About 60 per cent of the limestone wall and 250m -y
of the sandbag revetment are still to be constructed,™ acey Robert coastal project manager
Mrs Roberts sald. “All work s scheduled for com- :ﬂ;&m Beam:o::gal reﬂ:'aﬁun works. R
pletion by end June or early July.” Picture: Emma Reeves 417820
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Picture: Emma Reeves

Quinns Rocks residents, from left, Stephen Faulkner, Nat Sangalli, Kelly Lonsdale with Teya White, and Caroline and Ailee White.
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People power a winner

Lucy Jarvis

RESIDENTS who have campaigned
to save the Quinns Rocks foreshore
since last September’s storms are
celebrating a council decision to
‘build a wall.

Save Our Foreshore Quinns
Beach Facebook group founders
Nat Sangalli, Kelly Lonsdale and
Sarah Hombsch welcomed Wan-
neroo Clty counclllors’ decision
last Tuesday to build a limestone
wall at Frederick Stubbs Park.

‘QUINNS ROCKS

Welcome wall a
winning decision

From Pagel
Mrs Sangalli said the park had been a meet-
ing place for residents and nearby businesses
relied on those interactions.
Another resident Caroline White sald the
foreshore had been eroding for years and delay-
ing the wall could have negative impacts on the

park.

“Although nature can be unpredictable, in
this case it wasn't - we knew it was eroding,”
Mrs White said, adding the community cam-
paign started when there was significant ero-
sion of the 3

“It dian’t start because 10 metres of beach
‘was lost - it was the park.

“If the coastal protection and revetment wall
had been constructed A year ago, then the lime-
stone wall wouldn’t be needed.”

Cr Winton said the City would save money
by not delaying the wall, and could proceed
with its construction as it no longer needed de-
velopment approval.

Wanneroo planning and sustainability di-
rector Len Kosova told the Times it received de
velopment approval advice from
ment of Planning on February 23.

“The department is satisfied that the works
can be considered as a ‘public work’, and as
such is exempt from the need to obtain ap-
pmnl ne mrL

ceording to cll report, the tender

prlw l‘orbul]tllng tl:e sand bag revetments was

budgeted, so there would only be a

nmuxlsnmmlnnmsnnu:esum)uau

which could be sourced from the City’s strate-
gic projects reserve.

Crs Linda Aitken and Glynis Parker voted
against the alternative, saying they preferred to
walt for wave data before approving the
wall.Councillors also resolved to establish the
Quinns Beach long-term coastal protection
community reference group.

Mrs Sangalli wrote to Wanneroo Mayor
Tracey Roberts and councillors following the

ng them g
wall and open the reference group to residents
outside Quinns Rocks.

“For the first time in a very long time I feel
Quinns have a definite future and it is
thanks to you for supporting the amendment
that it will happen,” the mother-of three said.

LucyJarvis

CITY VOTES TO BUILD FORESHORE WALL

Mrs Sangalli posted the news
last week, congratulating the com-
munity on its campaign,

“Thanks to the community of
Quinns and s suburbs
we will be able to keep our iconic
and much-loved Fred Stubbs Park,”
she said.

“On Tuesday night the council
passed an amendment to proceed
with building the limestone wall

without delaying another 12 months.

“It has been a huge six months
for our beach and foreshore and
Sarah Hombsch, Eelly Lonsdale
and [ could not have done it with-
out the massive support of resi-
dems and visitors of 6030."

Sangalll said Stephen
Fauilmer and Caroline White had
given “invaluable™ input and
“tremendous support™.

Ms Lonsdale sald they were “ex-
tremely happy” with the March 4
decision.

“The City's decision has sent a
clear message to OUr community,
telling us we have been heard and
our strong desire for the park to re-
main for generations 1o come will
be honoured,” she said.

“We are grateful to the City for

part
of the foreshore the park plays with
in the community.™

Councillors
back wall

THE majority of Wan-
neroo councillors agreed
to build a limestone re-
taining wall to preserve
Frederick Stubbs Park on
the Quinns Rocks fore-
shore last week.

Community consulta-
tion showed 86.4 per cent
of respondents supported
having the wall.

A council report at the
March 4 meeting recom-
mended the proposal be
deferred for 12 months.

Coastal ward Cr
Sabine Winton moved an
alternative recommenda-
tion, seconded by Cr Rus-
sell Driver, that
construction of the wall
along the western edge of
the park begin.

Cr Winton said she
was confident of the com-
munity sentiment and
building the wall would
reclaim as much land as
possible for the park,
where storms caused se-
vere erosion last Septem-

“They want this wall,
they want Fred Stubbs
Park back,” she sald.

Before the meeting,
Quinns Rocks resident
Natalle Sangalli gave a
deputation, saying the
Save Our Foreshore
Quinns Beach Facebook
group was founded as a di-
rect reaction to the latest
loss of sand dunes.

“Never did I think the
membership of the group
would reach over 200,
never mind over 2000,"
she said.

“The community of
Quinns has come together
and they have told the
City that they want to
keep Fred Stubbs Park.”

More, page3
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QUINNS ROCKS

Foreshore
work to
start soon

A FORESHORE park in
Quinns Rocks has been
closed again as coastal
protection work starts
this week.

Wanneroo  Mayor
Tracey Roberts said the
City awarded a $2.495
million  tender to
Curnow Group, which
started building the
sandbag and rock revet-
ment and sand replen-
ishment yesterday.

“We are pleased that
these essential protec-
tion works can start so
quickly,” Mrs Roberts
said.

“The City wunder-
stands the concerns of
local residents and they
can be reassured with
the knowledge that fur-
ther safeguards will now
be in place to combat the
effects of severs ero-
slomn.”

Work should be com-
plete in May. The City
closed Frederick Stubbs
Park again last week, re-

moving its swings and
benches

The City included
construction of a lime-
stone retaining wall as a
separate ltem in the
scope of works., The
council is expected to
consider whether it
should be built based on
community consulta-
tion, development ap-
proval and funding.
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QUINNS ROCKS

Lucy Jarvis

RESIDENTS and environmen-
talists have raised concerns
abont the extent of clearing
proposed on the Quinns Rocks
foreshore, but engineers say it
is necessary to prevent future

the planned foreshore protec-
tion works last month.

Most people gathered at
Gumblossom — Community
Centre at the start of the
three-hour question-and-an-
swer session run by the City
of Wanneroo.

Among them was Ocean
Drive resident Vicki Jenkins,
who expressed concerns
about the extent of clearing
required south of Frederick
Stubbs Park.

“It was a shock for mysell
and other residents to see how
extensive the works are going
to be,” she told the Times.

Quinns Rocks Environ-
mental Group spokesman
David Wake said the group
recopnised the need to tackle
the erosion, but was also con-
cerned at the extent of clear-
ing of coastal dune vegetation

“The vegetation stabllises
the sand dune and provides
habitat, as well as contribut-
ing to the character of the
town,” Mr Wake said.

“A relatively large area is
proposed for clearing - this is
the largest patch of vegetation
in the narrow foreshore re-
serve here.

“We urge the City to min-

FORESHORE CONCERNS RAISED

imise disturbance to the dune
and coastal habitat for the
short-term coastal protection
works, iIncuding a review of
the southern extent of the
revetments work and the pro-
posed slope of the dune.™

Mr Wake said it was Im-
portant to address the risk of
sand drift during construc-
tion works and use local plant
spems to rehabllliate areas

T]le QREG spokesman said
that any works should con-
tribute to retaining habltat
for flora and fauna, maintain-
ing usable recreation space
and protecting homes and in-
rrastructure along Ocean

Drive,

Wanneroo Mayor Tracey
Roberts said the clearing was
necessary above the proposed
reshaped batters to build the
sandbag embankment which
was designed to prevent fur-
ther erosion.

“The southern extent of the
embankment is in accordance
with the design prepared by
the City’s coastal engineering
consultants following consid-
eration of historical shoreline
movement,” Mrs Robert said.

“It has been positioned in a
low-risk area of the coastling
due to the wider buffer pro-
vided by the dune system.

“The southern extent and
tie-in to the dune lies outside
of the area of influence from
the existing rock headland to
the south of the project area
and therefore minimises the
risk of significant shoreline
movement and erosion at the
southern end.”

Extent of clearing ‘shocks’

Izaak (10) and Jasmyn [B]tlilman. with concerned resident Vicki jenkins

in the background. Picture: Emma Reeves
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QUINNS ROCKS

Taking hands-on
approach to issue

MAYOR GETS ON THE FRONT FOOT

Lucy Jarvis

WANNEROO MILA Paul
Miles has ventured west of
his electorate to support a
campaign for State funding
for coastal protection works
in Quinns Rocks.

The Liberal MP arranged
for State Treasurer and
Transport Minister Troy

Buswell to visit the foreshore
on Ocean Drive on December
11 to see the severe erosion
damage on dunes and Freder-
ick Stubbs Park.

“With a firm commitment
from the City of Wanneroo, of
£3.24 million 1 am confident
that the State Government is
now in a position to assess
the proposal and determine

the most appropriate funding
source,” Mr Miles said.

“lI will continue to lobby

All clear for
go ahead

THE Department of Envi-
ronment Regulation has
approved a clearing per-
mit for the Quinns Rocks
coastal protection works.

The depariment pub-
lished a notice on Decem-
ber 16 that it had granted
the permit for the City of
Wanneroo 0 undertake
works on 1.21ha in re
serves on Ocean Drive be-
tween January 11, 2014
and January 2016.

the State Government for a
favourable outcome for our
community, which I am con-
Ndent can be secured.

“The City of Wanneroo
has made a decision to allo-
cate funds towards their pre-
ferred option of bullding 4.5m
high geo-synthetic sand bags
which are 2.5m long and 1m
wide and weigh a stagpering
4 tonnes each.”

Mr Miles arranged for
Wanneroo's Mayor Tracey
Roberts, chiel executive
Danjel Simms and infrastruc-
ture maintenance manager
Harminder Singh to meet the
minister at the site and ex-
plain the City's short and
long term solutions to ero-
sion.

Butler MLA John Quigley
wrote to the minister on De-
cember 16, saying he was dis-
appointed Mr Buswell visited
the beach “secretly” so resi-
dents did not have an oppor-
tunity to meet him.

The wvisit preceded the
Wanneroo Business Associa-
tion's Christmas luncheon at
Mindarie Marina, where Mr
Buswell was guest speaker,

Describing the mayor as
“effervescent”, Mr Buswell
sald she “burst out of the
bushes" at the beach and de-
scribed the situation to him.

“I've got to go and find
some money for grumpy
pants over here - the City has
found money and we will help
as well,” he said.
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Wanneroo MLA Paul Miles, Minister Troy Buswell.Han prgsi-
dent Vesna Sampson and City of Wanneroo Mayor Tracey
Roberts at the Wanneroo Business Assoclation Christmas

Lunch. Picture; Emma Reeves
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Sandbags offer salvation

SLOPING WALL TO HELP PROTECT FORESHORE

Lucy Jarvia

A 280-METRE long, 45m high
sloping wall of sandbags will
protect the foreshore along
Quinns Beach from further ero-
sion, Wanneroo City Council de-
cliled Iast weelk.

The council endorsed a §L.813
million short-term solution
using the geotextile sandfilied
container reveiment. It also
agread at its December 10 meet-
ing to consult the community
about adding a limestone wall
for up to 33246 million.

Mayor Tracey Roberts pro-

‘ The almost
total loss of
this park has been
a terrible and sad
loss for all of us

posed the combination of the two
options outlined in a council re-
port after deputations from resi-
dents who wanted as much of
Frederick Stubbs Park pre-
served as possible.

Founders of the Save Our
Foreshore Guinns Beach Face
book campalpn - Natalile Sangal-
1i, Kelly Lonsdale and Sarah
Hombsch — spoke before the
council

Ms Lonsdale sald they asked
members of their online group
which option they preferred, and

H‘,"“"—‘

|F ] TELLUS WHAT YOU THINK

! wwiw.facebook.com/NorthCoastTimes g
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the majority chose the second
option, which Included a Hme-
stone retaining wall behind the

sandbags.

“The almost total loss of this
park has heen a terrible and sad
loss for all of us,” the Merriwa
resident said. “Keep the 12m of
what onee was 100m of fore-
shore.”

Mrs Hombsch said they want-
ed the Clty to incorporate a bat-
tered slope covered in vegetation
between the wall and sand bags,
giving the area “another line of

defence should the waves over-
top the sandbags”.

“We have watched as bit by
bit of the foreshore has been

serve 10 be considered in all of
this voting.”

A resifent of Quinns Rocks
for 30 years, Mrs Sangalll sald
she had been devastated by the
eTosion.

“The foreshore reserve has al-
‘ways been a community hub,™
she said. “From the early days of

beach shacks on the beach (o
present day, it has shaped our
beachside suburb.

“It has been the meeting place
and tocal hangout for many chil-
dren, including myself. who
were fortunate enOUgh to grow

up there.
“It has been host to weddings,
b

- g

From left: Kelly
Lonsdale, Natalie
Sangalll and Sarah
Hombsch want to
save the Quinns
Beach foreshore.

h
Picture: Emma Reeves
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Critical
to act

quickly:
Mayor

Frompagel
option one when they
did not have the full
details.

Mrs Roberis said
the councll was mind-
ful of the community's
concerns but it was
also critical they acted
quickly to prevent fur-
ther erosion.

“Our priority is to
protect the road and to
protect the proper-
ties,” she said.

“We are at risk ifa
summer storm hits.

“By implementing
this option it provides
urgent protection from
the coastal erosion
while also allowing
flexibility to adapt the
long-term coastal man-
agement in future.”

She amended the
recommendation  to
pursue optlon one,
adding actlons for the
City to undertake com-
munity consultation
on the need for a lime-
stone retaining wall
and seek planning ap-
proval for it.

Cr Sabine Winton
sald the Clty was ex-
pected to protect the
existing road and
houses, but also had a
responsibility to pro-
tect other infrastruc-
ture on the site, includ-
Ing the carpark.

The MAYor's
amendment and the
amended substantive
motion received unan-
imous support from
the full cohort of elect-
ad members.

Quinns Rocks resi-
denit Eric Coates gave a
deputation prior to the
meeting, saying Fred-
erick Stubbs Park was
a "unique feature of
Quinns Rocks™ with
“drop dead gorgeous
views of the sunset”.

“Even the sound of
children and bigger
people laughing is a
tonic to all,” he said.

Erosion solutions sought

Lucy Jarvia

STAFF provided a technical expla-
nation and artistic impressions of
proposed solutions to the Quinns
Beach erosion problems before last
week's Wanneroo City Council
meeting.

The City's infrastructure main-
tenance manager Harminder Singh
gave a dozen people who attended
the briefing artist’s impressions of
the foreshore works based on sum-

RETAINING WALL, SANDBAGS POSSIBLE

mer and winter conditions.

“Both options are similar in na-
ture from a coastal protection point
of view,” he said.

“The revetment is identical - the
difference being the retaining wall.”

Acting City businesses director
Ian Hamilton said he had worked on
similar coastal projects in the east-
ern states and showed examples of

the various solutions.

He said as an example a sand bag
reef installed at Narrowneck Beach
on the Gold Coast in 1999 and 2000
cost about $2.5 million.

However, Wanneroo would as-
sess the best long-term solution for
Quinns Beach once it had all the in-
formation from coastal engineers.

Under the short-term proposals,

option one would have sandbags
with a 3.6m crest, then a revegetat-
ed batter slope, and Tm of grass at
the northern end of Frederick
Stubbs Park. Option two had a Tm
crest with vegetation to the base of
the wall, and 12m of grassed park at
the northern end.

Residents suggested the western
face of the 9m-high, 180m-long wall
could be buried by a revegetated
slope, eliminating the drop off and
providing an extra line of defence.
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QUINNS ROCKS

Erosion protection
in the bag, at cost

Lucy Jarvis

WANNEROO City Council
will consider spending at least
$2.8 million to protect the
Quinns Beach foreshore from
erosion at tonight's council
meeting.

City infrastructure mainte-
nance manager Harminder
Singh outlined the two short-
term options for coastal pro-
tection works on about 280m
of the beach at last week's
council briefing session.

The first, which adminis-
tration recommended, would
involve building a 4.5m high,
sloping revetment of sand
bags and cost $2.813 million.

Above the sand bags, there
would be a batter slope, sta-
bilised with fibre matting and
revegetation, and it would
make Frederick Stubbs Park
Tm wide at the northern end,
expanding to 15m to the south.

AT LEAST $2.8 MILLION REQUIRED

The second option would
also require a revetment in
the same location with the
same dimensions, with the ad-
dition of a 9.2m limestone re-
taining wall between the sand
bags and the park.

That option would make
the park about 12m wide at the
northern end and 26m wide at
the southern end.

Mr Singh said the first op-
tion was about $600,000 cheap-
er than the second and gave
more flexibility in the future.

“Any work that we do here
now should be adaptable to the
ultimate option,” he said. “To
construct this (limestone) wall
we will have to pretty much
dig up the whole park.

“If the revetments have to
be changed (for future works)
the wall will have to remain,

with no value to the erosion
problem.”

As there would not be
much playground space in the
park under option one, Mr
Singh said the City could in-
vestigate creating a play-
ground area in the grassed
area north of the car park ac-
cess road using funds allocat-
ed to an access path to Quinns
Beach.

He said each geo-synthetic
sand bag was 2.5m long and
1m wide, weighed 4 tonnes,
and designed to withstand
wave action.

According to Mr Singh, the
sand bag revetment was de-
signed to last five years, but
similar structures in other
sites had already been in place
for 12 years, with the potential
to last another five.
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QUINNS ROCKS

People flock back
to reopened park

RESIDENTS quickly made use of swings and
benches when Frederick Stubbs park reopened
last week.

The City of Wanneroo closed the park and re-
moved playground equipment in September after
severe storms caused erosion on the Quinns
Rocks foreshore.

Last week, the City repositioned the 1.8m se-
curity fence closer to the drop-off from the park to
the beach, replaced the playground soft-fall with
a sand pit and installed a double-swing set.

Mayor Tracey Roberts said the City was also
putting three benches in the park and the actions
were part of its commitment to give residents ac-
cess to Quinns Beach.

“It is just a fabulous location and it is a really
nice beach as well,” Mrs Roberts said.

“This is a wonderful place that is enjoyed by
our residents so we will do everything we can to
speed up this process.”

Mrs Roberts said the council expected a report
would go to the December council meeting.

“We have repeatedly called on the State Gov-
ernment for vital funding to fix the erosion prob-
lem at Quinns beach.” she said.

Mindarie's Shane and Jordyn (3) Smith and
Emily Clinton (4), from Clarkson, use swings
installed at Frederick Stubbs Park last week.
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:EM|ng beach support
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Opposition
McGowan and Butler
MLA John Quigley look
atthe foreshore



QUINNS ROCKS

Pay half,
Buswell:
McGowan

coastal protection poli
cy, Which included
misgures for omer
pency coastal protec
tion works.

It sald such works
WET? Necessary o pro-
tect coastal assets at
immediate risk of dam-
age from coastal ero
slon

The policy said:
“The State Govern-
ment, through the De-
partment of Transport,
for up to 50 per cent of
the cost of planning,
investigation, design
and construction of

codsthl mMAnager ac
cepting responsibilicy
for providing the re-
matning 50 per cent.”

has created an ex-
tremely unsafe envi-
ronment for local resi
dents,” Mr MoGowan
said.

"Emergency coastal
proteciion works are

works will be met by
the State, but Mr
Buswell is refusing to
P

Mrs Roberts sald

slon issues nosded o
b resolved urgently.

“There is a signifi-
cant amount of com-
MuUnity concern, un
derstandably s0.” Mrs
Roberts said.

“Ooean Drive has
all of our services un
derneath.™
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Mayor urges
you to write

WANNEROO Mavor Tracey Roberis has called
for residents to write to state politicians about
foreshore erosion at Guinns Rocks.

Mrs Roberts said the community needed to en-
sure the State Government gave the matter ur-
gent priority and sourced funds for solutions.

“I welcome Transport Minister and Treasurer
Trov Buswell's declaraiion that the State Gov-
ernment shares the responsibility to protect
homes, assets and infrastructure that the erosion
is threatening,™ she said.

“We agree with Mr Buswell that this problem
nesds a combined approach and are highlighting
the urgency of the situation.

“The City needs the community's backing - 1
strongly urge people to write to their local MPs
and to the Premier to ensure their volces are
heard.

“We nead immediate and substantial financial
support from the State Government to deliver
medium and long-term solutions.™

Mrs Roberts said the City was undertaking in-
terim earthworks to address existing damage and
conducted dally Inspections, monitoring weather
patterns.

Residents started an online campaign after se-
Vvere erosion in Setpember, sharing photos and
memories of the beach and foreshore park in the
Facebook group ‘Save Our Foreshore Quinns . ¥ 3 '
Baach’. Erosion at Quinns Rocks.
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Wave of public concern

PUBLIC, AUTHORITIES CONSIDER PLAN OF ACTION FOR EROSION PROBLEM

Lucy Jarvis

RESIDENTS filled two
meeting rooms and spilled
out the doors at an Informa-
tion session about erosion
in Quinns Rocks last week

Concerned by severe
erosion and storm damage
to the foreshore on Ocean
Drive, residents have been
campaigning for local and
state governments to take
urgent action to protect it.

Natalie Sangalli, Kelly
Lonsdale and Sarah Homb-
sch started a Facebook
group, ‘Save our Foreshore
Quinns Rocks'. for resi-
dents to share their fears
and memories of the disap-
pearing coastal infrastruc-
ture and potential threats to
the road and nearby homes
and businesses.

Maore than 100 people at-
tended the October 23 meet-
ing at Gumblossom Com-
munity Cenire, organised
by Wanneroo Mayor Tracey
Roberts, where the city’s in-
frastructure director, a
coastal engineer from con-
sultancy Cardno and De-
partment of Transport rep-
resentatives spoke.

Infrastructure director
Dennis Blalr sald Quinns
Beach had been eroding for
along time, and the city had
started sand renourish-
ment there in 1999,

Between 2002 and 2006,
they built three groynes

QUINNS ROCKS

along the beach using $2.1
million in municipal and §1
million in state funds.

They have also put 17,000
tonnes of limestone and
280,000 tonnes of sand on to
the beach since 2002

“This renourishment
had been widely criticised,
people said we threw
money into the sea,”™ trans-
port's coastal Infrastruc-
ture  acting manager
Fangjun Li said.

“But is has been so far
the most popular coastal en-
gineering measure to save
our beaches.”

Dr Li sald three storm
events in September, in-
cluding a three-day one late
in the month, caused huge
sand dune loss.

Cardno coastal engineer
Paul Branson said they
‘were collecting data to use
to model wave patterns so
they could determine the
best long-term solutions.

“We need to collect some
wave data in proximity of
the beach within the reef
systems as well as outside
in summer and winter.”

Mr Branson said as a
short-term solution they
were looking at geo-textile
sand bags, similar to those
used on Watermans Bay.

The wall of sand bags
‘would be built at an angle of
about 50-degrees and about
5.5m high, using machines
to fill and place the bags.

L SR

;lhwu:'i. QMM-ML like this one at Hhans Bay. is among
options for Quinns Rocks. Picture: Kaity Malley
Below: Residents Sarah Hombsch, Natalie Sangalli and Kelly Lonsdale.

erosion prevention

To build it on a gentler
slope, Mr Branson said it
would end up below the
water level and become a
costly and difficult exercise.

“If we try to move it fur-
ther offshore, it means we
will have to be trying to
construct it in the breaker
zone,” he said.

Mr Blair said the city's
staff would present a report
to the council on the short-
term solutions before the
end of this year so work
could be done this summer.

Mrs Roberts said the city
was likely to hold another
public meeting in January
or February.

Residents’ views, page 9

Residents flock to
hear about erosion

n TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

RESIDENTS filled two rooms
at the Gumblossom Communi-
ty Centre for an information
session on the Quinns Rocks
erosion and storm damage.

Questions ranged from
those about whether climate
change caused the storms to
asking governments to protect
million-dollar beachfront
homes.

One woman asked if rising
Sea temperatures or construc-
tion of Mindarie Marina were
possible causes, but was told
there was no evidence for ei-
ther.

Another asked what the
temporary works would cost
compared to permanent solu-
tions, but Wanneroo's infra-
structure director Dennis Blair
sald they had not yet costed
the possible solutions.

“The problem we do have
is if we don’t do something
soon, and we have another
few storms, the rest of Fred-
erick Stubbs Park will be at
great risk and possibly also

Residents at the meeting.

the road,” Mr Blair said.

A man raised concerns
about “band-aid” treatments
and asked if residents would
be “back here in 20 years time
talking about it again”.

Another man said he did
not want to see his $1.5 million

property “wash away”. Op-
tions of a seawall were dis-
cussed, which coastal engl-
neers said would mean there
would not be a sandy beach,
but one woman said she would
prefer a seawall if it meant the
park would be restored.

Foreshore erosion:
Funding queried

THE State Government has a respon-
sibility to protect homes, but Butler
MLA John Quigley has questioned
why it can't promise funds for solu-
tions to foreshore erosion.

Mr Quigley presented a petition
with more than 2400 signatures to
State Parliament last week, calling for
urgent action on the Quinns Rocks
foreshore.

After attending the public meeting
last Wednesday, he raised a grievance
about the issue in Parllament the next
day.

“Earlier this week, I tabled a peti-
tion with 2400 signatures highlighting
community concern,” he said.

“The money has got to be found by
the Minister for , who is the
Treasurer as well, but it must be found
urgently.

“The beach now has rented fencing
along the footpath so that people can-
not fall over and get injured.

“What would happen in Cottesloe if
they had put a rented fence up along
Marine Parade to stop people falling
off the footpath into danger? The
money would be found to fix it.

“T am asking the Treasurer to send
4 message to my community that
money will not be an issue now — it
will be found so that these works will
be undertaken urgently.™

Transport Minister and Treasurer
Troy Buswell said he was “incredibly
sympathetic” to residents.

“I can't say to the people of Quinns
‘money is no object’ because there 1sa
whole bunch of communities that
have been impacted,™ he said.

“We have a responsibility to pro-
tect those homes and the assets and In-
frastructure that support that - state
has a responsibility and local govern-
ment have a responsibility.

“What I can commit to doing is
seeking advice from the Department
of Transport as to where that process
s at.
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QUINNS ROCKS

Info night on ——
,H"f

storm damage

MAYOR TO CHAIR PUBLIC MEETING

Lucy Jarvis

RESIDENTS can learn more
about storm damage and erosion
in Quinns Rocks at a public meet-
ing tomorrew night.

The City of Wanneroo will hold
the October 23 meeting following
a groundswell of concern from
residents about damage to the
foreshore along Ocean Drive in
recent weeks.

Following questions by a resi-
dent at last week's council meet-
ing, Mayor Tracy Roberts said
she would chair the meeting.

Mrs Roberts said the meeting
would include presentations by
the City, with Department of
Transport representatives and
coastal engineering consuliants
present too,

She sald the meeting would be
recorded, with a report available
afterwards for those who do not
attend, and that the City intended
to hold more public meetings to
the address the issues.

The transport department an-
nounced last week that it had
started remediation works with
several local governments follow-
ing September’s storms.

Transport services managing
director Nina Lyhne said strong
north-westerly winds and high

ports of more than 10m of shore-
line erosion there, where a play-
ground nearly collapsed into the
sed.

“During one of the storms,
high waves persistently attacked

WA’s beaches for more than three
days, coinclding with high tides
and a peak storm surge,” Ms
Lyhne sald.

The department's coastal in-
frastructure executive director
Steve Jenkins said it provided
specialist coastal advice to ensure
local governments understood
and adapted to coastal hazards.

“DoT is working closely with
the Clty of Wanneroo to imple-
ment suitable short-term mea-
sures while investigation work
continues for a sustainahle long-
term management option,” he

mnn; Rocks foreshore on September 23, when erosion and storm damage prompted the closure of

playground and car park.

ment interaction with exlsuné
groynes at Quinns Rocks beach

ment had given the City two
$50,000 coastal adaptation and
protection prants to investigate
coastal processes at Quinns
Beach, in 201213 and 2014-15.

Two coastal engineers from
the department will attend tomor-
row’s event to answer technical
questions.

The City's infrastructure di-
rector Dennis Blair sald they ap-
pointed coastal engineering con-
sultants to investigate and
prepare a construction design for
revetments south of the groyne.

“Consultants are investigating
the use of sand filled geo-textile
bags for the construction of revet-
ments, which will involve the

“The deslgn will be reviewed
by the City in consultation with

PUBLIC MEETING

WHAT: Quinns Rocks foreshore

1y Centre, Tapping Way, Quinns
Rocks

WHEN: Wednesday, October 23
from 6pm

the Department of Transport, and
subject to council approval the
tender process is likely to begin
mid-November."”

Mr Blair said they were also
reviewing a proposal to collect
further coastal data and evaluate
long-term options,

He said they had to close the
car park again on October 11 after
boulders settled, causing minor
damage to the access road.

“Like any other beach, Quinns
Beach Is subject to complex
coastal processes and use is de-
pendent on such natural factors,”
he sald

“All efforts are being made to
ensure that Quinns Reach, north

Beach closed in Quinns Rocks until remediation work can be done.

of groyne 1, is avallable to beach-
goers during the forthcoming
summer.

“Use of the beach south of
groyne 1 will be subject to ongo-
ing monitoring and construction
of revetments.”

Butler MLA John Quigley will
present a petition calling for ur-
gent action, with more than 2000
signatures, to State Parliament
this week, as well as giving a
grievance and presenting photos
of Guinns Rocks foreshore.
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Campaign to save coastline

OLD PICS NEEDED
TOSHOW CHANGES

Lucy Jarvia

RESIDENTS campaigning to
save the foreshore in Quinns
Rocks have been pooling their
old photos of the coastline to
show how much the area has
changed.

Since Quinns Rocks resi-
dents Natalie Sangalli, Kelly
Lonsdale and Sarah Hombsch
established a Facebook group —
Save Our Foreshore Quinns
Beach - a fortnight ago, almost
1900 people have joined.

The trio have asked resi-
dents to post old photos of the
area around the old surflifesav-
ing club site, car park and Fred-
erick Stubbs Park which they
‘will collate to show the changes
to the coastline over the past
few decades.

“We are getting a timeline of
all the photos over the years, a
timeline of just how it has
changed,” Ms Lonsdale said.

Mrs Sangalli said they par-
ticularly wanted photos of the
old barbecue area, which people
who had moved into the area
more recently may have missed
seeing.

They have also been circulat-
ing a petition calling for urgent
implementation of a long-term
strategy to stop the erosion be-
fore Ocean Drive and properties
on it are affected.

Wanneroo Mayor
Roberts said the City had sent a

1| 's report « i
sioned last November to the De-
partment of Transport for spe-
cialist advice, and had not yet
heard back, although City staff
planned to meet with the depart-
ment's coastal engineers this
week,

“The City fully understands

s . o
Mayor Tracey Roberts, Kelly Lonsdale and Natalie Sangalli
have growing concerns for the foreshore erosion at Quinns
Rocks. Left inset shows the area after the removal of the play-
ground and closure of the park later. Inset right shows the

playground in Frederick

Park in Sep ber. Below

right: An aerial view of the park, car park and Ocean Drive

taken in June this year.
Main picture: Emma Reeves

the extent of the erosion and
over the years has received ex-
pert advice on how to address
the problem,” she said.

“The City has appointed

ing
to identify short-term options in
addition to long-term options.

“We've been working on it
for years and years and years
but we've experienced severe
weather conditions in recent
months. The coastline has been
battered.”

Mrs Roberts said 10 to 12 me-
tres of dunes in a 300m section of
the groyne had been eroded by
high tides, swell and storms this
year. The City reopened the car

wWw.Communitypiccomeen 409008

park last week, but the Freder-
ick Stubbs Park will remain
closed.

Mz Lonsdale said they were
expecting more stormy weather
this year, and wanted solutions
urgently.

“We do have another weather
front coming so We are con-
cerned about what could happen
in the next week or two,” she
said.

“There have been all kinds of
suggestions (of ways to solve the
problem) — I really wish I knew
the answer.”

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK AT
www. face book com/north-
coasttimes

No immediate
threat - City

THE City of Wanneroo's acting
chief executive Len Kosova put fre-
quently asked guestions and an-
swers on its website last Friday.

Mr Kosova said the City had
spent $3 million of its funds and $1
million in state funding to protect
the coastline since the 1990s, and a
study in 2002 recommended three
groynes be built, which cost about
$3.5 million.

“Nearly 17,000 tonnes of lime-
stone boulders and rocks was used
to construct the groynes and low
seawall along the edge of the car
park,” he said.

“During the summers of 2002-03,
2003-04, 2004-05 and 2006-07, nearly
280,000 tonnes of sand was also
placed along Quinns Beach.

“Over the past decade, approxi-
mately 1000 tonnes of limestone
and 10,000 tonnes of sand have been
placed along the beach in response
to localised erosion caused by occa-
sional storms.”

Mr Kosova said although Ocean
Drive and nearby houses are closer
to the water's edge than normally
allowed, there is no evidence to
suggest they are under immediate
threat.

“The road and houses are high-
er than the beach, which affords
them some protection,” he said.

“However, the City is not the ex-
pert on modelling coastal condi-
tions and therefore cannot com-
ment on whether this situation
might ever change in future, as a
result of climate change, severe
weather events or natural disas-
ters.”

The website said the City ap-
plied for state funding through the
coastal adaptation protection pro-
gram earlier this year to carry out
protection works, and received
$50,000 this year, but no future
funding commitment.

The Department of Transport
‘was contacted for comment but did
not respond before the Times went
to print.
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Quinns washing away

THE Quinns Rocks community is calling for urgent action on the coastline

along Ocean Drive after erosion Frompted the closure of a car park and
ost 5m of beachfront dunes have

eroded in the past few weeks, following years of gradual foreshore

d:gradatlon The City of Wanneroo closed a car Eark on September 13

removed playground equipment in Frederic
A petition and Facebook group started last week is calling for the State
Government to find long-term solutions to coastal degradation.

park. Residents told the Timesa

Full story page 3

QUINNS ROCKS

Stubbs Park last week.

Above and main picture; Beach erosion along Ocean

Drive, Quinns Rocks, and, at top; john Quigley talks to
: s abourt a petition calling for urgent action.

Residents crusade to save foreshore

EROSION NEEDS
TOBE STOPPED

Lucy Jarvia

A PETITION circulating in the
north coast suburbs calls for the
State Government to implement a
long-term strategy to stop coastal
erosion in Quinns Rocks as a mat-
ter of urgency.

Prompted by the closure of an
Ocean Drive carpark and removal
of the playground in Frederick
Stubbs Park last month, residents
are calling for action to protect

foreshore.

Concerned about cliffs washed
away this winter, Natalie Sangal-
li. Eelly Lonsdale and Sarah
Hombsch started a Facebook
group, ‘Save our Foreshore
Quinns Beach', last week,

“It is absolutely tragic what
has happened to it,” Ms Lonsdale
said. “We grew up on this beach -
‘we've been here since we were 12
years old

“The cha.nge is just horrific -

Gareth Jones Is the owner of Salty's Cafe and is concerned for his

Picture: Emma Reeves

we've lost at least 10 to 15m.

“It has been gradual over the
last 25 to 30 years (but) we have
lost nearly five metres in a matter
of weeks (this year). “The water is
almost up to the carpark now."

business because of beach erosion along Ocean Drive.

WA, CommUniypin.com. ey 08506

The petition said “the ongoing
degradation of the coastline at
Quinns Rocks is serious and dan-

“A In'ng-term strategy needs to
be implemented as a matter of ur-

gency to stop the erosion before
the road and residences are seri-
ously affected,” it said.

“We ask that the Legislative
Assembly provide for proper
oceanographic research for a
long-term solution and the results
of the research be implemented
urgently.”

Ms Lonsdale said families
were “devastated” after the play-
ground equipment had to be re-
moved.

“We just want the government
to come out and fix it and find a
permanent solution.” she said.

“We need 1500 signatures on
our petition for (Butler MLA)
John Quigley to send it to Parlia-
ment.”

Resident and business owner
Gareth Jones said he bought a
beachfront cafe, Salty's, about
four months ago and was con-
cerned he was losing customers.

“Normally you get a lot of peo-
ple going down to that park (but)
I've got no parking, no mums
coming with their children,” he
sald

Onr coffee trade has dropped

off hugely.

“This issue has been going for
about 13 years (and) it is advanc-
ing at a rapid rate.”

Mr Quigley said the beach was
a “disaster” and he wanted the
State Government to take action.

“In the last month, the shore-
line has eroded to halfway back to
the road,” he said.

“It appears the southern most
groyne is way too small to be ef-
fective.

“There has to be a State Gov-
ernment response — if this was in
Cottesloe, the Premier would
come up with some proposals
(this) week.”

Mr Quigley plans to present
the petition to Parliament in mid-
October, and readers can see
copies at his electorate office in
Clarkson or at local businesses.

Seeeditorial page 6

g TELL USWHAT YOU THINK
1 www.facebook.com/
NorthCoastTimes

QUINNS ROCKS

Carpark, playground closed due to concerns for public safety

A CONCERN for public safety prompted
the City of Wanneroo to close a beachside
carpark on Ocean Drive last month, a di-
rector said.

Infrastructure director Dennis Blair
said they closed the carpark on September
13 because storms and aggressive coastal
conditions had caused severe erosion.

“Access to Fred Stubbs Park and the

playground were also closed due to the ero-
sion, with playground equipment removed
on September 24 to prevent it subsiding
into the ocean,” he said.

“Quinns Beach has experienced severs
erosion during September in a 300m sec-
tion south of groyne 1. “During recent
storms, 10m to 12m of sand dunes in this
section have been eroded

Mr Blair said they appointed coastal en-
gineering consultants last week to under-
take a beach survey and develop a proposal
with short term options for emergency
coastal protection works.

“A meeting has also been arranged with
the Department of Transport’s coastal en-
gineers in October to discuss long term
coastal management options,” he said

“We are aware of the community’s con-
cern with the closures but would like to en-
sure all our residents and visitors to the
area are safe at all times.”

He said the City would continue to mon-
itor the sites, and both the carpark and
Fred Stubbs Park would remain closed
until it was safe to reopen.

Lucy Jarvis



