
WHAT IS REQUIRED?
•  State Government to urgently acquire 50ha of 

suitable land for Alkimos Regional Open Space  
and 50ha of suitable land for Yanchep Regional 
Open Space. 

•  $120m to develop the Alkimos Regional Open 
Space.

•  Infrastructure Australia (IA) support to endorse the 
Business Case submitted by the Growth Areas Perth 
and Peel to:

 -  Recognise Regional Sporting Infrastructure as an 
Infrastructure Priority; and

 -  Establish an Infrastructure Fund as proposed 
within the submitted IA Business Case.

BACKGROUND
There are three tiers of active open space dependent 
on the size, function and population catchment:

•  Regional

•  District

•  Neighbourhood

This advocacy project focusses on Regional  
Open Space.

Regional Open Space (ROS) is land designated for 
Parks and Recreation and includes conservation 
areas as well as land designed to support structured 
sports, leisure and recreation. The Planning and 
Development Act 2005 requires Regional Open Space 
to be reserved in the WA Metropolitan Region Scheme 
(MRS) for this purpose.

Once the State Government (through the Metropolitan 
Region Improvement Fund) has acquired the reserved 
land, the City of Wanneroo is then able to progress the 
planning and development of ROS in the City catchment.

ROS for sporting and recreation purposes is usually 
between 20 – 50 hectares catering for a minimum 
population catchment of 50,000 people. It serves 

the community as a focal point for recreational and 
sporting activities. Usage is not restricted to one local 
government vicinity and attracts large numbers of 
users and visitors from across the metropolitan area.

KEY ISSUES
The City remains one of the fastest growing local 
government areas in Western Australia even in the 
wake of COVID-19. The majority of this growth is 
expected to be in the Northern Coastal Growth 
Corridor and includes the development of Yanchep as 
the next Strategic Metropolitan Centre for Perth.  

Refer to Productivity Project: Activating Yanchep

With this projected growth, another seven ROS’s are 
required in the City. This project is seeking two new 
ROS’s, one at Alkimos and one at Yanchep.

There is currently no sporting ROS in the Northern 
coastal growth corridor from Tamala Park to  
Two Rocks. The only ROS situated in the North-West 
Sub region (Cities of Wanneroo and Joondalup) 
catering for 342,000 residents are:

•  65 hectares at Kingsway Regional Sporting 
Complex, some 25km from the southern end of the 
Northern coastal growth corridor, and

•  35 hectares at Arena Joondalup, 7km from the 
southern end of the corridor.

Over 1.5m people a year frequent these two venues, 
this equates to over 4,100 patrons per day. Given the 
population growth this number has the potential to 
increase to 6,300 by 2036. The existing facilities would 
not cope with such an increase without the timely 
provision of new facilities

The City is asking the WA State Government to  
urgently acquire:

•  Approximately 50 hectares of suitable land for 
Alkimos Regional Open Space

•  Approximately 50 hectares of suitable land for 
Yanchep Regional Open Space
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CURRENT PROJECT STATUS
To provide context, the following points need noting:

•  Both the Alkimos and Yanchep Regional  
Open Space sites are identified or referred to in  
the Agreed Yanchep Two Rocks and Alkimos 
Eglinton District Structure Plans to support 
population growth

•  The proposed Alkimos and Yanchep Regional 
Open Space sites are identified in the North West 
Corridor Subregional Framework for Open Space 
purposes (noting that the Alkimos site is  
currently rural)

•  The Two Rocks Regional Open Space site is 
confirmed for sport purposes in the North West 
Corridor Subregional Framework (as opposed to 
conservation purposes)

•  The Alkimos, Central Yanchep and Southern 
Yanchep Regional Open Space sites are identified 
as ‘Sports Investigation’ in the North West Corridor 
Subregional Framework

In summary, the planning framework has identified all 
these sites for sporting purposes. Formal reservation  
in the MRS and acquisition by State Government is 
now required.

The City has commenced initial planning for the 
Alkimos Regional Open space. Meetings have been 
held with the WA State Government regarding land 
acquisition options for both Alkimos and Yanchep.

Concept development work has been done on what 
sporting codes could be accommodated, club interest 
and what facilities are required. It is expected that the 
provision of Alkimos Regional Open Space facilities 
excluding land acquisition would be approximately $120m.

The City is working with other Outer Metro Councils 
to bring to the attention of Federal and State 
Government and Infrastructure Australia, the urgent 
need for enhancing liveability for residents across local 
government borders by providing recreational and 
sporting facilities such as these two Regional Open 
Spaces. Liveability in this context covers the need 
to design and develop facilities that provide shared 
access to schools and the wider community, improving 
physical and mental health and wellbeing. 

Given the number of new schools planned for the City 
as outlined in Liveability Project - Alkimos Aquatic 
and Recreation Centre, it is easy to see that the 
positive impact of such investments also links to post 
COVID-19 recovery both economically and for physical 
and mental health.

EXPECTED PROJECT COSTS
Following land acquisition, the cost of the proposed 
Alkimos Regional Open Space facilities has been 
estimated at $120m.

FUNDING STATUS
No funding has been allocated to this project to date.

ADDITIONAL FUNDING REQUIRED
$120m is required for Alkimos ROS Facilities after the 
land has been acquired by WA State Government.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information on this project contact: 
connectwanneroo@wanneroo.wa.gov.au
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