
WHAT IS REQUIRED?
State Government to assist the City to coordinate an 
infrastructure delivery program and strategy to make a 
thriving Yanchep City Centre. 

BACKGROUND
In August 2010, Yanchep was gazetted as a Strategic 
Metropolitan Centre under State Planning Policy 4.2. 
Planning and Development Act 2005. The Gazetted 
Notice outlines in detail the planning expectations for 
all activity centres including Yanchep. 

To fully appreciate the need to actively work towards 
a vibrant Yanchep the intent of the Perth Peel regional 
planning framework provides the main principles to:

•  Reduce the overall need to travel

•  Support the use of public transport, cycling, walking 
for access to services, facilities and employment, 
and

•  Promote a more energy efficient urban form.

Activity centres are community focal points well 
integrated with public transport, ensuring they contain 
a range of activities to promote community benefits 
through infrastructure efficiency and economic benefits 
of business clusters, lower transport energy use and 
associated carbon emissions.  

Strategic Metropolitan Centres are the main regional 
activity centres, multipurpose centres that provide 
a diversity of uses; they provide the full range of 
economic and community services necessary for the 
communities in their catchments and are designed to 
accommodate between 150,000 and 300,000 people. 
Such facilities and services include:

•  Schools and higher education services

•  Hospital and health services

•  Sport and recreational facilities

• Retail, entertainment, hospitality

• Civic and Community services

The development was based on population projections 
for 2021 of a City population of 250,491, now in 2021 

the adjusted population for the City is 208,904. It is 
forecast to grow to 348,880 by 2041 (Id Population 
projections for City of Wanneroo).

Yanchep-Two Rocks was set to have a population of 
21,563 by 2021 in the 2010 District Structure Plan, this 
has been adjusted to 10,915 for Yanchep and 4249 for 
Two Rocks for 2021 by Id.

Projections remain according to Id.

Yanchep 45.539 by 2041, and Two Rocks 16,441  
by 2041.

A comprehensive model centre framework was also 
released in August 2010 as an appendix to the Gazette 
Notice.3

Strategic Metropolitan Centres can provide services to a 
wider catchment than the Local Government where they 
are based. Yanchep, with facilities including health and 
education services will meet the needs of the northern 
regions. The Yanchep-Two Rocks District Structure Plan 
2010 has identified major infrastructure for the Yanchep 
City Centre (Centre A on the below map).

Yanchep Two Rocks District Structure Plan Map:
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3 Gazette Notice 31 August 2010.

PLAN 1 - YANCHEP - TWO ROCKS DISTRICT STRUCTURE PLAN MAP

The following notes relate to the Structure Plan:

The final locations and configurations of the government school 
sites depicted on this Structure Plan will occur at the local structure 
planning stage involving consultation with the relevant agencies 
and stakeholders. Locations depicted are notional and approximate 
to reflect catchment requirements.

The timing and final location of railway stations and associated 
pedestrian and vehicular crossings is yet to be determined. 
Locations depicted are notional only, with final locations to be 
determined in consultation with relevant government agencies 
and stakeholders.

The railway alignment through the ‘Parks and Recreation’ reserve 
to the north of the Yanchep Strategic Metropolitan Centre is 
indicative only and will require further detailed route alignment 
and environmental assessments in consultation with the relevant 
government agencies and stakeholders.

Areas identified as being of National Environmental Significance 
under the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 may be subject to assessment by the Federal Department 
of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. The outcome of 
any such assessments may require modification to the DSP.

Activity Centres identified in the DSP may be subject to further 
structure planning in accordance with the State’s Planning Policy 
requirements relating to Activity Centres.
 

This DSP is subject to monitoring and review commencing in 2017.



Advocacy efforts to date have been focussed on 
developing the train line to Yanchep. This was jointly 
funded by Federal and State Government in 2019 
and launched under METRONET with the line to be 
extended to Yanchep and the construction of three 
new stations at Alkimos, Eglinton and Yanchep. 
Construction commenced 2020/21.

Given this investment, there is a need to work together 
with Government, landowners, residents and investors 
to ensure the activity centre vision is fully realised for 
Yanchep. The Yanchep - Two Rocks District Structure 
Plan details the requirements for the Strategic 
Metropolitan Centre including a public hospital, private 
hospital, university, TAFE and a high school all within or 
adjacent to the centre. Planning and budgeting for the 
delivery of these facilities is required.

Other projects such as the Yanchep Health Centre 
$20.7m announced between ECU, Federal, and State 
Government in 2019/2020 illustrates the desire to see 
the vision realised. Community services such as  
Two Rocks Yanchep assisted cancer travels have  
also been supported by Lottery west for $24k.

A review of Liveability Project: Alkimos Aquatic and 
Recreation Centre outlines the State Government 
investment planned for new schools, for example a 
second stage costing $13.7m for Yanchep District High 
School announced in the 2020 WA State budget along 
with Yanchep Rise Primary School $17.3m and $15m 
upgrade for Yanchep Lagoon Primary School.

Council has endorsed a Local Area Plan for Yanchep-
Two Rocks that identifies a community vision for the 
area, local place characteristics and community 
priorities and service expectations (September 2019 
Council Minute CPO5-09/19).

Council have also endorsed interim place visions 
for Yanchep (and Alkimos) to ensure that the growth 
and development of the centre considers local place 
characteristics and respects local sense of place  
(5 October 2020. Council Minute SCP01-10/20).

KEY ISSUES
•  Population growth;

•  Need for future proofing of an emerging strategic 
metropolitan centre;

•  Need for a long-term plan and for the main players 
to be alert to development opportunities in a 
formalised manner;

•  Need to ensure clear differentiation between 
Yanchep as the Strategic Metropolitan Centre and 
Alkimos as the Secondary centre; and

•  Ensuring that growth of the centre occurs in a way 
that reflects local sense of place.

CURRENT PROJECT STATUS
Despite COVID-19 impacts, lot sales for the Yanchep 
and surrounding areas have grown over 2019/20 and 
are expected to continue in response to Government 
housing construction incentives.

A report in the Business News 18 January 2021 stated 
that building approvals for WA outnumber all other 
Australian States and Territories.

The overall expressed need for the future is for 
all parties namely WA State Government, City 
of Wanneroo, landowners and developers and 
the community to work together to develop a 
development plan that will shape future investment 
and development. The DSP last done in 2010 can be 
included in the work that needs to be done and key 
infrastructure such as a hospital needs to be factored 
in now for the future development of Yanchep.

FUNDING STATUS
Funding support will be required to establish the 
Yanchep Development Group who will then work on  
an ongoing budget. Precedents have been set with 
other Strategic Metropolitan Centre development  
such as Joondalup.

ADDITIONAL FUNDING REQUIRED
To be determined.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information on this project contact: 
connectwanneroo@wanneroo.wa.gov.au
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