
WHAT IS REQUIRED?
State Government to: 

•  Progress water planning in Wanneroo and surrounds, 
including the release of the Gnangara Groundwater 
Allocation Plan, to provide certainty for industry and 
government to plan for future  
water needs.

•  Develop a climate independent water supply for 
agriculture in North Wanneroo to supplement 
sustainable use of groundwater supplies.

•  Undertake peri-urban food planning for the Perth 
Metropolitan Region. 

•  Assist the North Wanneroo agri-industry and 
growers to transition to more sustainable water 
use practices, including supporting growers to 
adopt more innovative and viable crop types, 
growing practices and land uses, including allowing 
complementary agri-tourism where appropriate.

BACKGROUND
The focus on water first arose in connection with the 
need to preserve and grow the agribusiness sector 
within the City, including the previous advocacy item 
“Agribusiness Preservation and Growth in the City of 
Wanneroo”. This project highlighted that water is a key 
strategic challenge for the City linked to the projected 
growth of the population and impact of altered water 
allocations on both employment land  
such as agribusiness and industrial land,  
as well as public open space.

Future food security has been identified as a key global 
challenge highlighted by the COVID-19 pandemic and 
represents a large opportunity for Western Australia as 
a net exporter of food. Retaining and growing high value 
agriculture in North Wanneroo will contribute to ensuring 
food resilience for the State and allow this industry to 
capitalise on high value export markets. The region 
produces and or processes 17.5% of West Australia’s 
total vegetable production with a focus on:strawberries 
35%, sweet corn 68%, capsicum 20%, beans 20% 
and cabbages 22% of the States total production (ABS 
Agricultural Census 2015-2016).

Water is a major limiting factor for industries in the 
City such as agribusiness and in a drying climate 
water security is becoming an increasingly important 
problem. The expected impacts of water insecurity will 
be on productivity, profitability and overall viability of 
businesses along with changing land values and land 
utilisation issues.

In 2018, the State Government convened a Taskforce 
to address water allocation and land use issues in 
North Wanneroo by bringing together key government 
and industry stakeholders. The report was tabled to the 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan MLC, Minister for Regional 
Development; Agriculture and Food; Hydrogen 
Industry in August 2018.

The report gave rise to the announcement from the 
State Government on 30 January 2019 proposing:

•  A proposed 10 percent reduction to groundwater 
allocations for growers in the North Wanneroo area 
from 2028;

•  Water efficiency programmes; and

•  Commencement of a business case for a new 
agri-precinct in State Forest 65 using recycled 
wastewater.

It is anticipated that confirmation of the proposed 
reduction and further detail of how it will be 
implemented will be covered in the Gnangara 
Groundwater Areas Allocation Plan. The draft Plan was 
due to be released for public consultation by the State 
Government in 2019 but has yet to be finalised.

Recently the City has completed related projects 
involving Government and growers, including:

•  Agri-precinct study;

•  Tourism Land Needs Assessment;

•  Employment Land Needs Assessment; 

•  Study in partnership with DWER on water options 
for agriculture;

•  Water and nutrient benchmarking project in 
partnership with Perth Region NRM; and

•  The City has also embarked on a Waterwise 
program and reached Gold level accreditation in 
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2020. The Waterwise program has been designed 
in recognition of the need to improve efficiencies 
across the City and includes working with schools 
as well as self-assessment of City practices.             

•  The City released an Agribusiness Position Paper 
“A Thriving Agri-Precinct in Wanneroo” for public 
consultation in June 2019 which was then endorsed 
by Council in May 2020.

KEY ISSUES
A hotter, drier climate has reduced natural rainfall and 
available groundwater for agriculture in Wanneroo. 
Availability of water including short and long-term 
water security is the most significant constraint and 
challenge facing the agriculture industry.

Other corresponding factors include:

•  Quantity and quality of arable land available

•  Land size and availability impacted by urbanisation

•  Capacity for agricultural expansion and growth

•  Access to labour force and changing visa 
conditions related to COVID-19

•  Access to profitable supply chains both intrastate 
and interstate.

•  Land use certainty and speculation on change such 
as rural residential uses

•  Reliance of industry on low value price-taking 
commodities with limited value adding

•  Potential land use conflicts including spray drift, 
noise, dust and odour

•  Need to ensure water availability for natural 
environments

CURRENT PROJECT STATUS
Future land use and zoning issues will be identified  
and resolved as part of the City’s preparation of the 
Local Planning Strategy and Local Planning Scheme 3, 
which will include:

•  A detailed review of land uses and zoning in  
North Wanneroo;

•  Investigation of alternative zones and land uses  
such as tourism related zones or uses; and

•  The potential for appropriate subdivision.

The review aims to provide adequate flexibility for 
business development while minimising conflict between 
food production and other land uses and will include 
clear guidelines for administration and council to make 
consistent decisions on discretionary uses in rural zones. 

FUNDING
In the lead up to the 2021 State Election, Labor 
committed $750k in funding to support North 
Wanneroo agribusiness and growers. 

The funding was to focus on the following aspects:

•  Establish a $600,000 water efficiency infrastructure 
and technology grants program to assist growers in 
managing the drying climate;

 -  The program will support improving the design of 
current water systems, implementing soil and crop 
sensor technology and soil amendments such as 
using clay or compost to increase soil moisture 
holding capacity

 -  Growers will be able to apply for grants of up to 
$30,000 to install technology to improve water 
systems and increase water use efficiency

 -  Installing protected cropping facilities such as 
glasshouses would also be eligible under the 
program

 -  Local growers could also access up to $5000 
to engage qualified professionals to assess 
the opportunities for irrigation systems and soil 
amendments on their properties

•  The State Government has also committed 
$150,000 to support the City of Wanneroo’s local 
planning processes to maintain and protect 
agriculture in North Wanneroo consistent with the 
North Wanneroo Agriculture and Water Taskforce 
recommendations.

ADDITIONAL FUNDING REQUIRED
To be determined following the review of planning 
processes as outlined above and following the release 
of the Gnangara Groundwater Areas Allocation Plan.  

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information on this project contact: 
connectwanneroo@wanneroo.wa.gov.au
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