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Mayor Linda Aitken’s Message
Welcome to the final edition of What’s Happening for 2025.

This edition arrives at a perfect moment, celebrating the grand 
opening of the Dordaak Kepup - Landsdale Library and Youth 
Innovation Hub. This $18 million investment marks a major milestone 
for our City and local residents. Be sure to check out the guide on 
page 3 to explore everything this exciting new space has to offer.

We’re also proud to launch the City’s new 10-year Council Plan, which 
sets a clear direction for delivering the services and facilities needed 
to support our growing community.

The Council Plan introduces five strategic goals:
•	 A safe City
•	 A sustainable City
•	 A thriving economy
•	 A connected and liveable City
•	 A well-governed and managed City

It includes measurable targets to track our progress, such as:
•	 Increasing tree canopy to 30 per cent by 2040
•	 Achieving a 70 per cent recycling rate by 2030
•	 Delivering all transactional services online by 2030

Our new vision statement, ‘Together we grow - safe, green and 
connected,’ reflects the heart of this plan and our commitment to 
enhancing everyday life while protecting the environment for future 
generations.

With over 6,000 ideas generated during community engagement, 
this Council Plan is one of the most community-driven strategies 
in our City’s history. It will guide all City services, investments, and 
advocacy efforts moving forward.

We hope you enjoy this edition of What’s Happening. On behalf of the 
Council and all City staff, I wish you a safe and joyful festive season, 
and a prosperous New Year. 

Mayor Linda Aitken



2026 Calendar 
Visit your local library or the City’s Civic Centre to pick up your free 
2026 community calendar.

The calendar celebrates the 25th anniversary of the City of Wanneroo 
Community Art Awards, featuring some of the stand-out artworks 
over the 25 years.

Festive hours 
The Wanneroo Civic Centre will be closed on Christmas Day, Boxing 
Day and New Year’s Day.

For all operating hours, including Aquamotion, Kingsway Indoor 
Stadium and your local library, visit  
wanneroo.wa.gov.au/festivehours

Dordaak Kepup, the City’s new Library and Youth 
Innovation Hub in Landsdale
Dordaak Kepup is officially opening its doors on Sunday 7 December.

Here’s your guide for the exciting inclusions inside Dordaak Kepup.

Bibbool Yanginy Kadadjiny - sharing knowledge through paper/
paperbark tree Library

A vibrant library space catering to early childhood, youth, and adults, 
offering programs, activities, public computer access, resources, and 
areas for study, work, and relaxation. With 15,000+ books recently put 
on the shelves, there’s something for everyone. 

Ni Kadadjiny - listening to knowledge, learning through listening
Recording booth, studio and podcasting room

Fitted with state-of-the-art sound and audio equipment including 
instruments, greenscreen, editing and a sound treated room.

Waabiny - playing
Gaming sphere

This gaming space has been designed for eSporting events, individual, 
group gaming and virtual reality experiences. Equipped with monitors 
and the latest gaming consoles and accessories. 

http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/festivehours


Kali - boomerang
STEAM room/virtual reality room

Here, kids and adults can learn how to use and operate a 3D printer 
and laser cutter, robotics, VR gaming equipment, photography, 
videography and more. 

Nyumbi - celebration style of dance
Keny Moort - one family, mob people
Creative arena/collab station

This space supports large functions and events - with projectors for 
visuals and in-built PA systems available for use.  

Booyi - Long Necked Turtle
Wet and dry activity room

This activity room is perfect for art/craft workshops for children with 
small kitchenette.

Yandi - curved bowl
Demonstration kitchen

This impressive commercial kitchen can be used by the community. 
Whether it’s cooking classes, catering and event preparation or 
youth-business start-ups needing a commercial-sized kitchen.

Kaditj Nyniny - sitting learning, thinking, reflecting
Kep Wari - still water, pool of water
Dabakarn - slow down, take it easy, don’t rush
Quiet studies and meeting rooms

A quiet study zone featuring rooms and open-plan areas for focused 
work or study. Five meeting rooms with display screens designed for 
clients, training and workshops.  

Dordaak Kepup, 15 The Broadview, Landsdale.
Monday to Friday 9am-5.30pm and Saturdays 9am-5pm.
Closed on Sundays, afterhours facility hire available.

wanneroo.wa.gov.au/libraries

This project has been proudly supported with $6 million in funding 
from the WA Government to enable the Youth Innovation Hub, as 
well as contributions from Lotterywest, in addition to the City’s 
contribution of $12 million.

http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/libraries


5 minutes with Swimming Pool Inspector Stewart
Stewart is the City of Wanneroo’s current longest serving Swimming 
Pool Inspector, having been in the role for nine years, ensuring 
residential pools and spas around the City are safe for children.

What does a City of Wanneroo Pool Inspector do?

I conduct about 12 pool/spa safety barrier inspections a day. That can 
consist of booked inspections, cold calls, advice visits, unauthorised 
spas, swimming pools and occasionally urgent call-outs to attend due 
to fences being down after storm damage or not installed at all, this is 
particularly prevalent for portable pop up pools in summer.

Advice visits are for residents wishing to purchase a new swimming 
pool/spa or for residents that may want to move their existing fence. 
We will assist with fence location and provide compliance options. 

We will also try to gather as much information as possible, like where 
they want the fence and if there are any garden beds or outdoor 
kitchens going to be built near the barrier. As well as looking out for 
any climbable objects such as trees, taps and window ledges.

We conduct cold calls to properties who have not arranged an 
inspection for the mandatory four-yearly inspections and new pools.

For residents with new pools, we want to conduct an inspection while 
the temporary fence is in place. We want to do this to ensure a barrier 
is erected and to look for any issues that may be a problem when the 
permanent barrier is installed. There is nothing worse than going there 
when all is complete and we fail the barrier.

As inspectors - we need to be aware of when a permit was issued to 
apply the correct standard; there is a pre-November 2001, pre-May 
2016 and post-May 2016 standard that are utilised depending on 
when the pool/spa was installed.

Why is it important that residential pools are safe?

It’s all about child safety, so we need to make sure everything is 
working correctly and compliant. It is mandatory that swimming pool 
barrier inspections are conducted at least every four years. 

Are there common mistakes people don’t consider?

There’s quite a lot including the requirement for gates to be opening 
away from the swimming pool/spa. Residential doors opening into a 



pool area can also be a risk and decorative fence panels that have 
gaps wider than 10mm are considered climbable.

Book your pool inspection today. wanneroo.wa.gov.au/poolinspections 

Our dedicated team helps deliver a huge range of services and 
facilities for everyone in our community. We know that whatever we 
do, has the potential to make someone’s day.

At the City of Wanneroo, it’s the little things that make a big difference. 
To see our people in action, visit wanneroo.wa.gov.au/ourcity

Beach wheelchair available to hire for free at Quinns Beach 
The City is proud to provide a beach wheelchair at Quinns Beach to 
allow people with mobility challenges to access our coastline.

The Sandcruiser beach wheelchair is available to hire, free of charge, 
between October and April every year. 

It’s located at Quinns Community Centre and can be used at 
Quinns Beach.

The wheelchair is designed to be used on the sand, grass and 
pathways. For your safety, it can’t be submerged in the water.  

Thank you to Surf Life Saving WA and the Quinns Mindarie  
Surf Life Saving Club for supporting this program.

For more information on how to book, visit  
wanneroo.wa.gov.au/beachwheelchairs

The Magic of Christmas returns
The Magic of Christmas is back at Wanneroo Botanic Gardens.

From 26 November to 11 January, the gardens transform into a 
glowing wonderland with over 100,000 sparkling lights spread across 
five acres of lush greenery. 

Wander past twinkling trees, giant baubles, reindeer, and Santa’s 
sleigh, all leading up to the show-stopping 7m Christmas tree - a must 
for your holiday photo album.

The giant green frog is also returning, this crowd favourite is a nod to 
Leapfrogs restaurant and adds a splash of fun to your festive stroll. 
Don’t forget to snap a pic with the joyful ‘JOY’ installation too - pure 
Instagram gold. There are three 90-minute sessions each night - 
5.30pm, 7pm and 8.30pm.

http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/poolinspections
http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/ourcity
http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/beachwheelchairs


Tickets cost $8 for adults, $6 for kids, and $24 for a family pass. Kids 
under four get in free, and if you’re dining at Leapfrogs or playing mini 
golf, your entry is included.

So grab your crew and your Christmas spirit, and head along for a 
night of lights and festive cheer.

Proudly sponsored by the City of Wanneroo. Bookings essential.

wanneroobotanicgardens.com.au/magic-of-christmas

Want to level up the fun? Try Glow Golf - mini golf with glow-in-the-
dark balls and revamped holes that shine under the lights. It’s quirky, 
colourful, and a total blast after dark.

Christmas cards for seniors
Visit the Wanneroo Regional Museum to make or drop-off a 
Christmas card for a local senior this season.

Back by popular demand, this program endeavours to bring holiday 
cheer to local seniors who might otherwise not receive a card 
this Christmas. 

The City proudly delivered almost 500 Christmas cards to local 
seniors last year.

“Writing a handwritten message is a small gesture that can go a long 
way in making the holidays brighter for those who may feel a little 
more isolated this season,” Mayor Linda Aitken said.

“It’s a simple way to spread some holiday cheer and make people 
feel connected.

“Writing a handwritten message is a small gesture that can go a 
long way.”

We’ve received great feedback from local aged care organisations, 
who tell us that for some residents - it’s the only gift they receive.”

“If you have the opportunity to head to our museum,  
I encourage all community members to get involved.”

Cards can be made at or dropped off at Wanneroo Regional Museum 
until 4pm Thursday 19 December to ensure they can be delivered in 
time for Christmas.

http://wanneroobotanicgardens.com.au/magic-of-christmas


New year, new business idea? 
The new year is the perfect time to turn ideas into action, and the 
refreshed Business Wanneroo website makes it easier than ever to 
start, relocate, or grow your business in the City.

The improved site features clearer information, simpler navigation 
and enhanced resources designed to support every stage of your 
business journey. Whether you’re exploring a new venture or 
expanding an existing one, you’ll find practical tools, data and insights 
to help you succeed.

The City is committed to attracting investment, fostering innovation, 
and creating more local jobs, and your feedback is vital in shaping 
that future. Explore the website and share your thoughts with us at 
businesswanneroo.com.au

Alkimos Aquatic and Recreation Centre
AARC is quietly hitting major milestones, transforming from its steel-
frames and now closer to its final form.

Roofing and cladding has begun on the external of the buildings, while 
heating and air-conditioning and electrical services are advancing in 
the gymnasium, créche and community facilities. 

December will see the commencement of tiling to the leisure pools 
and commencement of carpark lighting services plus more. With less 
than a year before the expected completion date of October 2026, 
AARC is entering the home stretch of construction.

Montrose Park, Girrawheen
Significant upgrades at Montrose Park Tennis Club are nearing 
completion, serving as an inclusive hub for local clubs and the broader 
community to enjoy. The upgrades include new accessible toilets, 
changerooms, a multipurpose space, storeroom, cleaning room and a 
verandah that offers improved spectator views. 

The park’s tennis courts have also been resurfaced, and the upgraded 
fencing and improved sports lighting ensure the courts can be 
used safely and efficiently. This transformation brings new life to 
the space, inviting more people to participate in sports, events and 
leisure activities.

http://businesswanneroo.com.au


Riverlinks Park, Clarkson
Goal back nets have now been installed at Riverlinks Park, to 
protect Riverlinks Playground users from flying footballs during 
sporting matches. The 6m-high, 30m-long, sport netting includes a 
pulley and rope system to raise and lower the nets, eliminating the 
risk of working from heights to remove the nets for storage or repairs.

Lake Joondalup Bird Viewing Structure 
Yellagonga Regional Park will soon be a destination for bird 
enthusiasts, with construction of a Bird Viewing Structure set for 
completion this December. The structure will provide the community 
with safe facilities to birdwatch while ensuring plant and animal life 
within the park remains protected from unauthorised access.

Wangara Waste Transfer Station 
As Tamala Park Landfill closure is imminent, the progression of 
the Wangara Waste Transfer Station project is critical for the City 
to manage its waste until the Neerabup facility is fully functional. 
Construction commenced in August, with the site set to serve as an 
interim Waste Transfer Station.

Lenore Road upgrade, Hocking
Lenore Road has been upgraded to a four-lane dual carriageway 
between Kemp Street to Elliot Road to ease traffic congestion.

The extra lanes were completed in April 2025, with landscaping 
finalised in July. The project also includes a 3m-wide red asphalt 
shared path on the eastern side of Lenore Road.

Shared pathway, Pinjar Road 
A 160m long shared pathway was completed in September, on Pinjar 
Road between Jewel Way and Porrecta Link.

The 3.6m wide path provides significant benefit to the community 
for walking and cycling, with the wider path ensuring extra safety, 
whilst connecting residents in Banksia Grove with the local schools 
and amenities. 

The path has also been designed to integrate with the future dual 
carriageway upgrade of Pinjar Road.



Halesworth Park recognised as Facility of the Year
Halesworth Park took out the 2025 WA Football Facility of the Year, 
just one season after opening.

The annual award by WA Football celebrates excellence in community 
football facilities across Western Australia, highlighting venues that 
are well-located, welcoming, accessible and built to support the 
growth of the game.

Mayor Linda Aitken said she was thrilled to see Halesworth 
Park recognised.

“This award means a great deal to our City and our residents,” she said.

“Halesworth Park was built to help local clubs thrive and give families 
a place to connect, play and grow.

“It shows what’s possible when we invest in facilities that bring lasting 
value to the community.”

The $9.3 million Halesworth Park Pavilion opened in 2024 with seven 
new change rooms, a kitchen and kiosk to support the local clubs and 
community users who use the two floodlit ovals, courts, playground 
and exercise areas.

Halesworth Park is the home of the: 
•	 Alkimos Ball Club
•	 Brighton Sea Hawks Junior Football Club
•	 North Coast Rugby Union Football Club
•	 Quinns Rocks Junior Cricket Club 
•	 Ridgewood Athletics Centre 

City of Wanneroo’s year of professional sport
2025 has been a golden year for Kingsway Regional Sporting 
Complex, hosting various professional sporting fixtures and 
positioning the City as a hub for professional sport in Perth’s 
northern suburbs.

Australia Cup Round of 32

In July, the only two WA games of the Australia Cup’s Round of 32 
were held at the Kingsway Regional Sporting Complex soccer pitch 1, 
also known as Olympic Stadium. 



A $40,000 grant from the State Government for a temporary 
grandstand allowed Perth Glory to play against Wellington Phoenix 
before our very own Olympic Kingsway Football Club hosted 
A-League powerhouse Melbourne Victory three days later. 

The competitive games hosted on City soil was topped off with our 
semi-professional team, Olympic Kingsway, pulling off a memorable 
upset over Victory in front of a packed home crowd.

Super Rugby AUS Grand Final

Kingsway was also selected to host the inaugural Super Rugby AUS 
Grand Final (pictured), with the Western Force winning hosting rights 
and selecting Wanneroo Districts Rugby Union Football Club.

Western Force would eventually lose in the final play to the NSW 
Waratahs, but the thrilling final was welcomed by a passionate home 
crowd and family entertainment throughout the day.  

Mayor Linda Aitken said these major sporting events are great 
examples of what the City can achieve when investing in quality 
infrastructure to bring major events to the community.

“Kingsway is central to our vision of creating vibrant, inclusive spaces 
that support active lifestyles and bring people together,” she said.

“Hosting these matches boosts local businesses, inspires young 
players and shows what makes Wanneroo such a great place to live 
and play.”

School Leadership Program 
The City’s School Leadership Program returned, empowering 95 
primary school students to become changemakers in their community.

The program provided Year 6 students from 10 different schools 
to make change in their community, with the City and their school 
supporting them to deliver their change plan. Students gathered 
in May for a Leadership Forum focused on leadership skills and 
community awareness. 

From there the students formed their own Community Action Projects 
addressing real-world issues.

In November, the students presented their unique projects to peers, 
families, educators and City officials. 



This year’s participating schools and projects include:

Carnaby Rise Primary - Environmental Care Project
Students took action to reduce litter and care for their local 
environment through clean-up efforts and awareness campaigns.

Carramar Primary - Bush Tucker Garden
A culturally responsive bush tucker garden creating a safe, 
inclusive space.

Clarkson Primary - Environmental Action
Reducing litter through the Containers for Change initiative while also 
addressing financial hardship.

East Wanneroo Primary - Anti-Litter Campaign
This initiative focused on reducing litter in the local community, 
encouraging environmental responsibility.

Mindarie Primary - Disability Awareness Fundraiser
An initiative to support people with disabilities and raise community 
awareness.

Our Lady of Mercy Primary - Community Cookbook
A cookbook that celebrates cultural diversity promoting inclusion and 
shared identity.

Quinns Rocks Primary - Safe Travel to School
A project aimed at reducing congestion and improving safety by 
encouraging students to walk or ride.

Rawlinson Primary - Conservation Project
A conservation project focused on environmental protection and 
sustainability.

St Anthony’s Wanneroo - Christmas Gift Drive
Students raised funds to create gift baskets and decorate the 
children’s ward at Joondalup Hospital, bringing joy to families.

St Elizabeth’s Catholic Primary - Intergenerational Connections
Connecting students with residents at a local nursing home, fostering 
empathy, and community connection.



Fostering safer routes to school
The City’s Active Transport Plan and Road Safety Management Plan 
aims to create vibrant, safe and connected neighbourhoods in the 
City of Wanneroo.

The City has worked with the Department of Transport and Major 
Infrastructure in the ‘Your Move’ program. The program encourages 
school students to walk, ride, scoot and use public transport to get 
to school. 

Currently, almost half the schools in the City of Wanneroo have joined. 
Schools that participate receive funding for incentives to keep kids 
active on their way to school. There’s plenty on offer, from stickers to 
bike storage. 

A large part of the ‘Your Move’ program is schools getting involved 
with ‘Safe Routes to School’. This is a project that each school can 
complete, that maps the safest routes within 1km of the school. 

The City then works to improve infrastructure to further enhance the

safety and accessibility of those routes. This can include adding 
paths, fixing crossing points and ramps and supporting schools to 
apply for school guard-controlled crosswalks.

Shorehaven Primary School recently completed a ‘Safe Routes to 
School’ project where students painted wayfinding markers that 
further enhance the mapping exercise.

The City is also currently working with Main Roads WA to install 
a set of traffic lights that will help their students cross Marmion 
Avenue safely. 

For further information visit yourmove.org.au/schools

http://yourmove.org.au/schools


Historic SS Alkimos nameplate finds safe harbour at 
Wanneroo Regional Museum
Following recent coverage of an SS Alkimos lifeboat being acquired by 
the City earlier this year, Wanneroo Regional Museum now owns both 
the original Alkimos nameplates from the shipwreck.  

78-year-old Peter Loughlin was the owner of the historical 
nameplates, before working with the City to ensure their worthy 
addition to the Wanneroo Regional Museum Collection. 

Peter recalls visiting the SS Alkimos in 1969 - before strict salvaging 
laws came into effect - spending the whole day on board after it was 
deemed a shipwreck to rescue items for historical value.  

“When I was about 22 years old, a mate and I decided to borrow a 
dingy and a motor, to go to the SS Alkimos and climb up the anchor 
chain with the idea of exploring a ship,” he said. “I saw the sign and 
knew I needed to have something which said Alkimos.

“I very carefully unbolted the sign and laid it on the deck, with the 
intention of taking it home for safe keeping. Then we spent the rest of 
the day crawling all over the ship and having a good look around.”

Peter said the sign was very nearly lost, seeing it floating in the water 
as he left the wreck - before it miraculously made its way back to him.

“I saw it floating away from the ship as we were retrieving other items, 
but as we were heading home at sunset we came across it in the 
water and retrieved it and took it home,” he said.

Over the next 56 years, the sign always lived in Peter’s home. Adding 
it as a centrepiece in his Warwick home which he built in 1972 - and 
stayed there ever since.

While Peter salvaged one of the SS Alkimos nameplates on the day of 
1969, the other nameplate would eventually make its way to him by 
chance years later. 

“It had been rescued by a friend of a friend, he didn’t see the value of 
it and was going to chop it up for firewood. My friend who happened 
to be there, rescued it off him with the thought I’d be really upset if it 
was destroyed,” he said.

“He rescued it and gave it to me, and I kept it in safe keeping in my 
home office ever since, until recently.”



In August, the City acquired both SS Alkimos nameplates from Peter, 
with a vision for a future Alkimos display.

“I’m looking forward to it being hung and people being able to see it for 
many more years and hopefully learn about the history of the ship.”

Strategic boost for the City’s future tourism
The City of Wanneroo has teamed with researchers from ECU’s Centre 
for Tourism Research to strategically boost tourism in the region.

A Destination Sustainability Index (DSI) is being developed through 
the partnership, as a tool to help the City understand how sustainable 
tourism is across the community - environmentally, socially 
and economically. 

Upon project completion in July 2026, ECU’s Centre for Tourism 
Research will deliver a sustainability report for the City and the 
custom-built index with practical guides to be used in future planning 
and development.

DSI project lead Professor S. Mostafa Rasoolimanesh said the results 
in the report, along with practical recommendations will be prepared 
to ensure tourism continues to improve everyday life in Wanneroo 
while caring for the environment. 

“While the DSI helps guide decision-making, everyone benefits from 
the improvements it supports - cleaner environments, stronger 
local business, better facilities and more enjoyable experiences for 
residents and visitors alike,” he said.

The project will gather insights from people who experience tourism 
in different ways - including locals, visitors, businesses, and 
government agencies.

“While the DSI and sustainability report will mainly guide City planning 
and business investment, residents will also be able to see how their 
community is performing - and how their input makes a difference,”  
Prof. Rasoolimanesh said. The City already shows great progress in 
sustainability and quality of life outcomes, even before the index is 
complete. 

“Places like Yanchep National Park, Neerabup National Park and Yaberoo 
Budjara Heritage Trail showcase how natural assets are being protected 
while providing visitor experiences,” Prof. Rasoolimanesh said.



“And 70 per cent of overnight visitors come to visit friends and 
relatives, showing how much residents themselves drive local tourism 
- and benefit from it.”

City of Wanneroo Principal Specialist for Economic Development, 
Sarah Carracher said the City undertook extensive consultation as 
part of the development of the City’s new Visitor Economy Strategy. 

“Our businesses, residents and industry stakeholders all identified 
our natural assets and nature-based experiences as our biggest 
strength,” she said. 

“We recognise that development and industry growth needs 
to be balanced with the City’s sustainability goals to benefit 
all stakeholders. 

“This project will not only provide the City with a benchmark and 
starting point, but it will also provide practical recommendations to 
ensure growth is sustainable and continues improving the liveability 
of our residents, industry sustainability and the experience of 
our visitors.”

The City offers one of the most attractive bases for businesses to 
locate and grow. Download the Investment Prospectus at  
wanneroo.wa.gov.au/investment

New Discovery Trail live at Yanchep National Park
Unlock your phones and your curiosity as you step into nature and 
uncover hidden stories of Yanchep National Park on this brand-new 
2.2km digital trail - a fun, interactive experience for teens, adults, and 
adventurous younger kids.

Starting at the McNess House Visitor Centre, the trail blends history,
culture and adventure through interactive challenges, quizzes and
photo moments that bring the park to life. Flat and easy underfoot, 
the loop takes around 60 to 90 minutes to complete at a relaxed 
pace.

Download the free Nature Play WA Play Trails app and use the code 
‘DISCOVER’ to unlock the trail.

Park entry fees apply, however City of Wanneroo residents can 
purchase an Annual Park Pass for just $18 at  
wanneroo.wa.gov.au/ynp

http://www.wanneroo.wa.gov.au/investment
http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/ynp


Events Signature Series is here!
Our free 2025/26 signature events series is sure to entertain.

From now until May, we have an action-packed catalogue of fun, 
family-friendly events lined up. From musical extravaganzas and 
buzzing festivals, to laid-back evenings in the park over a summer 
sunset - there is something for all. 

13 December - Christmas Fiesta, Wanneroo

10 January - Aqua Fun Day, Wanneroo Aquamotion

17 January - Sunset Sounds, Carramar

7 February - Wanneroo Festival, Wanneroo Showgrounds

21 February - Symphony Under the Stars, Madeley

7 March - Fun Fest, Butler

20 March - Evening in the Park, Girrawheen

8 to 22 May - Beach to Bush Arts Festival (fees may apply)
wanneroo.wa.gov.au/signatureevents

Exhibition explores artists’ connection to the coastline
Exhibiting at Wanneroo Regional Gallery, Present in the Current 
features the work of three local artists, Warrick Palmateer, Matthew 
Bettinaglio and Lee Jessamin.

From their mutual love of surfing to their own personal relationships 
with the Yanchep coastline, the exhibition is an exploration of each 
artist’s human connection to the ocean.

Wanneroo Mayor Linda Aitken said she was thrilled to see the City 
hosting an exhibition featuring artwork created by local artists and 
inspired by local places.

“Our City has a thriving art community and I’m passionate about 
helping local artists gain exposure, as well as inspiring new up-and-
coming artists to develop their own artistic practises,” she said.

“Present in the Current features an engaging mix of ceramics, 
photography and film...”

“Present in the Current features an engaging mix of ceramics, 
photography and film, and I encourage you to come along to the 
gallery and experience it for yourself.”

http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/signatureevents


Present in the Current
Exhibiting now until 24 January 2026 (Christmas hours apply)
Wanneroo Regional Gallery 3 Rocca Way, Wanneroo 
Wednesday to Saturday 10am-4pm
wanneroo.wa.gov.au/wanneroogallery

Mini Mayor’s message Ellie
Hello and welcome to another exciting What’s Happening Kid’s Zone - 
the last edition of 2025.

In case you didn’t know I’m Ellie and I am the City of Wanneroo’s 
Mini Mayor.

It has been so exciting to join in on the fun City events, like the book 
launch for Coco the Cockatoo Discovers Wanneroo. I even got to take 
a photo with a real Carnaby Black Cockatoo on my shoulder!

With summer here, there’s plenty of fun to be had  
in the warm weather! Cool off and make a splash  
at Kingsway Aquatic Play Space.

I hope you enjoy this edition - and maybe you’ll join me in checking 
out all the kid’s activities and features at the new Dordaak 
Kepup Library.

Summer holiday FUN
There is plenty to do around the City during these summer 
school holidays. From the beaches, youth centres, museum, libraries, 
Aquamotion and Kingsway Indoor Stadium - there is something to suit 
everyone.

For families looking to step back in time and fill themselves with 
nostalgia - Wanneroo Regional Museum is launching the theme of 
‘Summer Then and Now’ starting in January. The museum invites 
families to step back in time to relive the golden age of Aussie 
summer holidays - before tablets, streaming, and social media. 

It celebrates the shared joy of low-tech fun - retro toys, car-trip 
games, collecting, mixtapes, and board games - while sparking 
conversation between generations about how leisure, travel, and 
recreation have changed in Wanneroo and beyond.

To learn more, visit wanneroo.wa.gov.au/schoolholidayactivities

http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/wanneroogallery
http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/schoolholidayactivities


Meet Coco the Cockatoo   
Have you heard about Coco the Cockatoo Discovers Wanneroo?

It’s a brand-new storybook from the City of Wanneroo, and it’s all 
about adventure, fun, and looking after our special wildlife.

Coco is a curious Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo (Ngoolark). With her 
glossy black feathers, sparkling eyes, and magical white tail feathers,  
she loves to explore. 

In this story, Coco soars across Wanneroo, swooping past shipwrecks, 
racing over go-kart tracks, and gliding through parks, lakes, 
and bushland. 

Along the way she discovers the wonders of our local places, 
meets new friends, and shows us how important it is to care for 
the environment.

The book was created to help children and families:
•	 Feel proud of living in Wanneroo
•	 Learn about protecting the endangered Carnaby’s Cockatoo
•	 Discover exciting places to visit close to home

How to get your copy

Pick up a copy for free at your local library or the Civic Centre. Just 
complete a simple online request form and show this to Library or 
front counter staff. (While stocks last) Want more? The book also has 
its very own webpage. You’ll find fun activity sheets, more information 
about the places Coco visits, and tips on how you can help protect 
Carnaby’s Cockatoos. Visit discoverwanneroo.com.au/coco

Summer Reading Quest with Cam and Tam  
Head to City of Wanneroo libraries these school holidays and let your 
imagination run wild with our Summer Reading Quest!

Cam the Chameleon is back - and this time, he’s brought along his 
friend Tam the Turtle! This book-loving duo are diving into an epic 
underwater adventure, and kids aged 2 to 15 are invited to join the 
quest. There will be fun games to play, challenges to conquer, and 
plenty of fantastic books to discover - plus loads of prizes to be won!

Visit your local library to collect your activity booklet and start your 
reading journey today. To find out more visit wanneroo.wa.gov.au/srq

http://discoverwanneroo.com.au/coco
http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/srq

