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Mayor Linda Aitken’s Message
Welcome to the first edition of What’s Happening for 2026!
We have a packed edition for you including a special feature on some 
of our community champions.

The 2026 Community Citizen of the Year Awards recognise individuals 
and organisations making a notable contribution or providing 
outstanding service to their community.

The winners’ compassion, leadership and commitment help make 
Wanneroo a place where people feel supported and connected –  
we are proud to have you in our community.

Read on to find out about Kingsway Regional Sporting Complex’s 
role in an international tournament, meet the friendly faces behind 
Wanneroo Aquamotion’s new café and find out about a Perth artist’s 
creative response to Wanneroo Regional Gallery’s latest exhibition.

I hope you enjoy this edition of What’s Happening and I wish everyone 
all the best for a safe Easter period.

Prepare together at free event
With winter fast approaching, storms and flooding are on the rise.

You can take proactive steps to protect your family, home and 
animals by attending a free Community Preparedness event  
at Bunnings Mindarie on Saturday 18 April, 10am to 1pm.

The City’s Emergency Management Team will be on hand to teach the 
community about risks posed by storms, bushfires and other hazards. 

Attendees can chat to firefighters and emergency services 
volunteers, watch live demonstrations and access learn how to create 
an emergency plan.

This family-friendly event will feature a petting zoo, children’s 
activities and a fundraising sausage sizzle in support of local 
emergency volunteers.



Aquamotion lifeguards keep watch on swimmers
City of Wanneroo lifeguards have embraced new drowning prevention 
technology, which supports their efforts to keep Aquamotion 
swimmers safe.
The Lynxight system uses artificial intelligence to monitor movement 
in the water through CCTV, enabling lifeguards to respond more 
quickly to potential drownings thanks to safety alerts sent to their 
smartwatches. The technology operates in Aquamotion’s four pools 
and combats blind spots caused by water glare, crowds, water surface 
disturbance and line of sight issues. Pool Supervisor John said the roll 
out of technology was well-timed, with 2025 the busiest year on record 
with 421,986 visitors to the centre.
“We are one of the first local governments to adopt this technology, 
it’s been a massive help, especially with the bumper year we had last 
year,” he said. “It records how many people are coming into our centre 
and it learns the way customers use the pool, so we can adapt our 
supervision planning around that. “It’s not meant to be a replacement 
for our lifeguards, but a tool for them to use.”

Locals bring new Oasis to Aquamotion
Wanneroo Aquamotion is now home to an impressive new cafe boasting 
award-worthy food and coffee – however it’s the story behind the local 
owners which truly makes Oasis Community Cafe special.

Marky and Hana Salinas are the fresh new tenants of the cafe 
space at Aquamotion – with serious pedigree in the hospitality world 
boasting more than 45 years of combined experience. For Marky and 
Hana, the space was a no-brainer for them – the Pearsall family are 
regular users of the gym and pool.

“As a family with three children and strong involvement in the fitness 
community, we understand what local families and active individuals 
are looking for,” Marky said. “We’re not just operators of Oasis – we’re 
also customers. “Our kids attend swimming lessons here and my wife 
and I train and swim at the centre, so Aquamotion is already a big part 
of our family life.”

Marky said the cafe had a focus on healthy and fresh food and of 
course, great coffee. “The reception so far has been fantastic – both 
from Aquamotion staff and customers, we feel we’re working together 
to make Aquamotion an even more enjoyable destination for visitors,” 
the pair said.



5 minutes with Community Development Officer Sari
Can you tell us about the Dordaak Kepup Noongar naming project and 
how you were you involved?

The City adopted a new Noongar naming policy and naming the new 
Landsdale Library and Youth Hub was the first project. We worked 
closely with Moodjar Consultancy, who ran a workshop with Whadjuk 
Traditional Owners – Uncle John McGuire, Aunty Ingrid Cumming and 
Ashley Collard – who shared their knowledge of Country with us. 

We then took the names to Ni Kadadjiny Koort, the City’s Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Reference Group, who supported the name 
Dordaak Kepup, which means the Place of Living Waters in Noongar 
language. From there, we decided to go one step further and name all 
the internal rooms too. My role was to walk alongside community by 
making sure the spelling was correct, securing Elder endorsement and 
helping choose the Noongar names along with their English meanings.

As part of the project team, I was very grateful to be in the room 
with knowledge holders and Elders. For me, both professionally and 
personally, I loved learning from my aunties and uncles, Uncle Derek, 
Aunty Esandra, Aunty Abby and Aunty Judith. 

My favourite part of the project was the filming day – being out on 
Country, feeling the elements and having all the knowledge holders 
together having fun, talking, learning, laughing, sharing and teaching. 
I find I learn the most in these moments, my cultural understanding 
grows and my soul feels full.

How do you feel about the completed Dordaak Kepup Library and 
Youth Hub and what does it mean for our community?

As a Torres Strait Islander woman working for the City and as a 
Landsdale resident, I was honoured to be part of this project. From 
seeing early concepts at the Youth Services stage, all the way 
through to this fantastic new building. 

When you walk into Dordaak Kepup, you pick up your phone, scan the 
QR code and it takes you to a page where you can watch Noongar 
knowledge holders explain what the different room names mean and 
their significance. We get to pass that important knowledge on to our 
koolangkas and migi ones (small children/young generation).
This project has been so much fun and I’m excited to see what future 
naming projects the City rolls out.



Strong first year for bookable bulk waste collection 
service
The City’s transition to a bookable waste collection system has 
resulted in more than 2,000 tonnes of material being diverted from 
landfill and the City and ratepayers saving an estimated $150,000  
in its first 12 months. 
The collection system was introduced in July 2024 to offer greater 
convenience for residents, encourage more sustainable habits, 
improve material separation, reduce scavenging and enhance the 
appearance of local streets.
More than 40,000 collections were made during the 2024–25 
financial year with 32.2 per cent of households using the service. 

The City collected 1,363 tonnes of green waste, all of which was 
recycled. A further 5,755 tonnes of junk, mattresses, whitegoods  
and eWaste were collected, resulting in an overall recycling  
rate of 37.6 per cent. 
For more information visit wanneroo.wa.gov.au/waste

Dordaak Kepup strikes a chord
Landsdale’s new youth innovation hub has quickly established itself 
as one of the City’s busiest after-school destinations, with young 
people flocking to the centre to access its creative, digital and 
learning facilities since opening in December.

The $18.38 million facility features a state-of-the-art library and a 
suite of youth focused spaces, including Waabiny (a gaming sphere),  
Kali (STEAM areas equipped with robotics, coding tools, design labs 
and 3D printing technology), Yandi (demonstration kitchen)  
and Ni Kadadjiny (music and podcasting studios).

Ni Kadadjiny, funded through a $380,000 Lotterywest grant, has 
quickly become a standout attraction. Equipped with industry 
standard sound gear, instruments and recording technology, the 
space is drawing a surge of young musicians and aspiring content 
creators.

Mayor Linda Aitken said the early demand demonstrates the strong 
need for youth spaces in the community. Between January and 
February, more than 500 young people attended programs at Dordaak 
Kepup, with 127 returning multiple times.

http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/waste


“It’s fantastic to see Dordaak Kepup buzzing with energy every 
afternoon. Young people deserve places where they can be 
themselves, try new things and dream big - and this hub is already 
delivering exactly that,” Mayor Aitken said.

The project was delivered with a $12 million investment from the City, 
supported by $6 million from the State Government and $380,000 
from Lotterywest.

Among those regularly using the space are siblings Harry, 15, and 
Taylor Jane, 12, who were part of the Youth Advisory Group, who 
provided advice on what programs and equipment youth would want 
to see.

“We really enjoyed being part of the advisory group. The space is so 
cool - it’s perfect for starting your own band,” Harry said.

While attendees Tayla Lance, 13, and Hannah Brenton, 13, discovered 
the hub soon after opening and say the access to creative facilities 
has already made an impact.

“My dream is to become a famous singer, so places like this are 
amazing,” Tayla said.

The group is often found jamming out their songs separately or 
together in Ni Kadadjiny after school. To find out more, or to hire the 
space, visit wanneroo.wa.gov.au/dordaakkepup

Dalvik Park basketball court, Merriwa
Dalvik Park has seen new upgrades on its basketball court for the 
local community to enjoy.
Construction was completed in January and includes a new concrete 
16sqm concrete pad, linemarking and repairs to the turf surrounding 
the court for hoop lovers to continue making the most of the court.

Grandis Park goal post storage, Banksia Grove
A new goal storage area has been completed for football clubs at 
Grandis Park to securely store and lock portable goals.
A concrete hardstand, designed to hold the heavy weight, was 
installed and completed in January adjacent to the Grandis Park 
Pavilion.

http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/dordaakkepup


Montrose Park tennis, Girrawheen
A major upgrade for Montrose Park Tennis Club is now complete, 
strengthening it’s role as a welcoming hub for local clubs and the 
wider community.

Completed in January, the works include new toilets, a kiosk, 
changerooms, a multipurpose space, storeroom, cleaning room
and a verandah that offers improved spectator views. 

The tennis courts have also been resurfaced along with upgraded 
fencing and improved lighting to support safe and reliable use.

Lake Joondalup Bird Viewing Structure
Birdwatching just got an upgrade. The new viewing structure at Lake 
Joondalup is now open, offering front-row seats to the incredible 
birdlife at Yellagonga Regional Park.

Located near Rotary Park in Wanneroo, the structure was completed 
in December and officially opened in March. It’s circular form draws 
inspiration from the nests of wetland bird species, allowing it to sit 
organically within the landscape and features two elevated viewing 
levels including universal access for all users.

Quinns Rocks boardwalk and pergola
A hidden coastal gem in the City has received significant upgrades 
and renewal – designed to support wedding ceremonies, community 
events and recreational use. 

The boardwalk and pergola were both renewed in December after 
succumbing to significant deterioration over time. 

Works included demolition and removal of the existing structures 
which were replaced.

The renewed facilities will continue to provide a high-quality 
community space for events and recreational activities – with the 
upgrades reducing ongoing maintenance demands.



Butler to Alkimos shared path
Residents near Butler Train Station and Alkimos Train Station now 
have a better option to walk, wheel and ride with a new 1.5km shared 
path and safe active street route.

The extra lanes were completed in April 2025, with landscaping 
finalised in July. Stage 1 of the project was completed in February, 
with construction delivered in just six weeks.

The works include 3.5m-wide red asphalt and 3m-wide red concrete 
shared pathways between Butler Train Station and Halesworth Park, 
significantly improving safety and comfort for people choosing active 
transport, in line with the Western Australian Bicycle Network Plan.

Roundabout upgrade at Kingsway and Mirrabooka Ave
The upgrade of the Mirrabooka Ave and Kingsway roundabout is 
nearing completion after works commenced in early January.

Works include lane widenings, improved stormwater systems and 
the installation of new kerbs, brick paving, line marking and concrete 
footpaths. Western Power has also completed the installation of new 
light poles and energy-absorbing bollards to enhance safety at the 
intersection.

Calling all creatives
This is your last chance to enter the City of Wanneroo Community  
Art Awards with entries closing at 5pm on Tuesday 13 April!

The exhibition provides an opportunity for artists living in Western 
Australia to sell their artwork and take home a share of a $20,000 
prize pool.

This year’s updated prize structure celebrates a wide range of artistic 
talent from emerging artists and youth to sculpture and First  
Nations art.

To celebrate and support our local creative community, at least 30 per 
cent of accepted artworks will come from City of Wanneroo residents.

Works will be displayed at the Wanneroo Regional Gallery from 
Wednesday 27 May to Saturday 25 July 2026.

Visit wanneroo.wa.gov.au/artawards for more details.

http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/artawards


Alkimos Aquatic and Recreational Centre just months 
away from opening
A landmark project for the City of Wanneroo enters the home 
stretch, with the Alkimos Aquatic and Recreation Centre (AARC) 
external structure now complete. The $88 million project is 60 per 
cent complete, with work focused on the internal fit-out ahead of 
its planned November opening. Walls, ceilings, doors and internal 
windows are taking shape throughout the building. 

March marked several key achievements, including installation of 
lockers and continued progress on the aquatics hall, gym and sports 
hall. The 50-metre outdoor pool has been waterproofed, and the 
outdoor spectator seating structure is fully installed. Filters and 
pumps for the indoor swimming pool are now in place.

In April, car park groundworks begin alongside construction of an 
emergency vehicle access road, as well as further landscaping around 
the facility. 

The City has received funding commitments of:

•	$30 million from the Australian Government including $25 million 
under the Priority Community Infrastructure Program and $5 million 
under the Female Facilities and Water Safety Stream Program.

•	$15.3 million through the Alkimos-Eglinton Developer  
Contribution Plan.

•	$12.6 million from the State Government, including $10 million under 
the WA Recovery Program, $2.5 million from the Community Sports 
and Recreation Facilities Fund and $180,000 through the Changing 
Places Program.

•	This is in addition to the City’s contribution of $30 million.



Kingsway host international superstars
Kingsway Regional Sporting Complex has stepped onto the 
international stage once again, as a training base for a major global 
football tournament. 

The Madeley venue was one of three Western Australian facilities 
chosen to host Asian Cup teams, alongside E&D Litis Stadium and the 
Sam Kerr Football Centre.  

Training sessions took place behind closed doors in February to 
March, with international squads making use of the state-of-the-art 
facilities home to the Olympic Kingsway Sports Club.

Wanneroo Mayor Linda Aitken said the selection reinforces 
Kingsway’s standing as one of the premier sporting facilities in the 
Perth’s northern suburbs and Greater Perth Area.

“As a City, we’re so proud to see Kingsway chosen for such a major 
international tournament,” she said.

“This is twice in three years that this venue has hosted international 
women’s teams - a strong return on past upgrades that are now 
delivering real benefits for our community. 

“We are pleased to welcome these teams to the City of Wanneroo, and 
we know our residents are just as proud to see world-class athletes 
training right here in our backyard.”

AFC Women’s Asian Cup Australia 2026 Local Organising Committee 
Chief Operating Officer Sarah Walsh commended all the chosen 
training facilities. 

“Great tournaments aren’t only defined by what happens on match 
day - they’re shaped by the environments teams prepare in every 
single day,” she said.

“Our ambition has been clear from day one - to deliver the best 
conditions of any AFC Women’s Asian Cup in history. 

“These venues ensure players from across Asia can train, recover and 
perform at the highest level, while leaving a lasting benefit for the 
local clubs and communities that call them home.”



Starting or relocating a business to the City of 
Wanneroo? 
Come along to our next New Business Welcome and Networking 
Event – a practical, friendly session designed to help you get 
connected fast.

You’ll hear from Mayor Linda Aitken and the City’s Economic 
Development team. You’ll also have the chance to learn from a lineup 
of organisations ready to support local businesses, including the 
Small Business Development Corporation, AusIndustry, Wanneroo 
Business Association and the Australian Automation and Robotics 
Precinct. Visit businesswanneroo.com.au

How to recycle your small e-waste items at Wangara 
Recycling Facility 
Wangara Recycling Facility is now accepting small e-waste items 
for residents to dispose free of charge. The new e-waste shed was 
opened last year, thanks to an E-waste Infrastructure Grant through 
the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation.

You can now recycle smaller electronic items such as: 

Computers, Mobile phones, TV and remote controls, Electrical cords,
Modems, Phone chargers, Irons, Drills, Residential printers, Laptops
USBs.

Unlimited access to the facility is free with a valid residential recycling 
voucher, included with your annual rates notice. 

Simply present the QR code on your voucher each visit to be scanned 
on entry – either a printed copy or directly on your mobile phone.

While you’re there, Wangara Recycling Facility also accepts green 
waste and other recyclable items such as cardboard, car batteries 
and waste oil.

Open on weekend and most public holidays, closed on weekends, 
Good Friday, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

Visit wanneroo.wa.gov.au/wangararecycling for more information.

http://businesswanneroo.com.au
http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/wangararecycling


Firebreak inspection program
The City has appointed trained Fire Control Officers to carry out 
firebreak inspections on properties classified as higher risk, ensuring 
compliance with the City’s Fire Mitigation Notice.

The annual inspection program is carried out under the Bush Fires Act 
1954, which requires all landowners and occupiers to establish and 
maintain fire mitigation measures, including firebreaks, on their land.

A firebreak is a strip of trafficable land along all external boundaries, 
kept clear of flammable materials and obstructions to provide safe 
access for emergency vehicles and firefighting operations. A firebreak 
must not terminate in a dead end.

Firebreaks must be installed and compliant by 1 November each  
year and maintained until at least 30 April the following year.

Inspections may be conducted by foot, vehicle, quad bike or aerial 
drone to efficiently check compliance.

Beyond basic firebreak requirements, Fire Control Officers may require 
additional mitigation work where necessary to reduce bushfire risk.

Property owners are notified when further mitigation works are 
required. For more information visit wanneroo.wa.gov.au/firebreaks

Complete a trail in Yanchep to claim a free ice cream
If your idea of a great day includes a bushwalk and a little friendly 
competition, head to Yanchep National Park and try one of its two 
self-guided digital trails – the Yanchep Discovery Trail and the 
Yanchep Play Trail.

Using the free Play Trails app, your walk becomes an interactive 
adventure with quizzes, photo tasks and fun facts. 

Complete either trail during the April school holidays claim a free  
ice cream* from Chocolate Drops tea rooms – quote What’s 
Happening to redeem. 

Park entry fees apply. City of Wanneroo residents can purchase a 
discounted Annual Park Pass for just $18 at wanneroo.wa.gov.au/ynp

http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/firebreaks
http://wanneroo.wa.gov.au/ynp


Janine Wood named City of Wanneroo’s Community 
Citizen of the Year
From supporting people in crisis to leading youth initiatives and 
championing inclusion, this year’s Community Citizen of the Year 
recipients reflect the very best of Wanneroo. Janine Wood – the 
driving force behind No Limits Perth, a not‑for‑profit organisation 
supporting vulnerable people in crisis across Perth’s northern suburbs 
– was named Community Citizen of the Year.

Brady Fulcher (16), the WA Youth Lifesaver of 2025, received the 
Youth Community Citizen of the Year award for his services to surf 
lifesaving and youth leadership. 

The Senior Community Citizen of the Year went to Maxine Kluge, a 
much‑loved volunteer at Bethanie Beachside Aged Care Home, while 
the Challenge Brass Band took out Community Group of the Year for 
its work promoting inclusion, diversity and community connection.

These awards recognise individuals and organisations making 
a notable contribution or providing outstanding service to their 
community.

Mayor Linda Aitken had high praise for this year’s winners.

“Their compassion, leadership and commitment help make Wanneroo 
a place where people feel supported, connected and proud to belong,” 
she said.

“Wanneroo is a City committed to the Australian values of giving 
others a fair go and being there for our mates and no one exemplifies 
these values more than this year’s Community Citizen of the Year 
Award winners.”



Gallery exhibition a feast for the senses
Wanneroo Regional Gallery has been transformed into a sensory 
delight, with four Perth creatives presenting new works inspired by 
world-class botanical artist, Mary Delany. Partnering with the British 
Museum, The Botanical World of Mary Delany features 21 high-
resolution reproductions of Delany’s exquisite “paper mosaiks” of 
plants and flowers.

Delany, aged in her 70s at the time, invented a unique papercutting 
technique, carefully cutting and layering paper to create detailed 
images.

Visual artists Savannah Matthews and Samuel Beilby, poet Lucy 
Dougan and aromatherapist Donna Cochrane have made visual art, 
poetry, soundscapes and scent scape, inspired by Delany’s artistic 
practice and life.

Perth artist Savannah Matthews created a series of watercolour and 
textile mixed media works that offer an insight into Delany’s personal 
relationships.

Matthews said she was inspired by Delany and shared her love of 
collage.

“I really wanted to capture the most important people in Delany’s 
life and mesh together textile pieces that combine elements of her 
practice: collage,” she said.

“I worked from historical references of the people closest to Delany, 
reimagining an old oil painting or sketch into watercolour. I was 
inspired in each piece by how she might have spent time with these 
people, whether that was with the duchess on her property or in the 
garden with her husband.

“I used doilies I sourced at second hand shops – beautiful textile 
pieces that link to ‘women’s work’ and a perfect tie into the historical 
period that Delany existed.”

Delany went on to produce 985 intricate works of botanicals. Often 
mistaken for watercolours, her works are finely constructed paper 
collages. 

Don’t miss out on this fabulous exhibition, on now at Wanneroo 
Regional Gallery until Saturday 9 May.



Mini Mayor’s Message Ellie
My name is Ellie and I’m the City of Wanneroo Mini Mayor.

Make sure to check out all the fun activities on these school holidays 
at Wanneroo Aquamotion, Kingsway Indoor Stadium, libraries and the 
Wanneroo Regional Museum. Read on to find out where you can take 
your dog on lead and find out about a cool martial artist.

Help us protect local wildlife
Woof woof! Do you have a dog at home? Make sure you tell mum and 
dad there are new rules at 18 of the City’s parks and nature reserves!

We are trying to protect local wildlife at these parks and your family 
can help us by keeping your four-legged friend on a lead.
Keep an eye out for new signs and check out a list of the parks here.

Casella sisters set for martial arts stardom
The City is home to three incredibly talented Jiu-Jitsu athletes who 
represented Australia on the world stage – wow!

Tahlia (12) Liana (9) and Chanel (7) Casella are the superstar sisters 
from Marangaroo who were each chosen to compete at the 2025 Abu 
Dhabi World Youth Jiu-Jitsu Championships in November last year.

Despite 10,000 other competitors, Tahlia and Liana were crowned 
world champions in their division while Chanel came third in her 
division! “We are so proud of Tahlia, Liana and Chanel. We know how 
hard they have worked and to see them get rewarded on the big stage 
is incredible,” dad Jason Casella said. “Dedication and hard work are 
what helped them get so far!”

“My favourite part was winning my gold medal on the world stage.  
I also enjoyed getting the opportunity to make new friends from all 
over the world and spending time supporting my training partners 
from Perth who also competed.” – Tahlia, 12

“My favourite part was winning gold! Also getting to fight on the main 
mat that had five cameras around me. It was being shown live around 
the world, I was nervous but it was so cool.” – Liana, 9

“Walking out and seeing mum and dad cheering for me in the crowd 
and winning a bronze medal.” – Chanel, 7



Has Constable Care visited your classroom?
The awesome team from the Constable Care Foundation has been on 
the move, visiting schools all across the City!

They’ve put on 81 fun and interactive shows, reaching 5,377 young 
people across 27 local schools and community groups. How cool is 
that?

Younger students might know ‘Fun Scary’, which helps you learn the 
difference between “safe scary” (like going too high on the swings) 
and “unsafe scary” (like being asked to keep a secret that makes you 
feel yucky). It’s all about knowing when to talk to a trusted adult. 

Older students might have taken part in ‘Making the Right Call’, where 
you learn how to spot an emergency, call the right number and feel 
confident helping keep yourself and others safe.

The City of Wanneroo is proud to support Constable Care and the 
important work they do. Keep an eye out for when they might be 
visiting your school next.


