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Acknowledgement of Country 
The City of Wanneroo (the City) acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land  
we are working on, the Whadjuk people. We would like to pay respect to the Elders of  
the Noongar nation, past, present and future, who have walked and cared for the land,  
and we acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contributions made  
to the life of this City and this region. 

The City is committed to honouring the Australian Aboriginal peoples’ unique cultural  
and spiritual relationships with the land, waters and seas and their rich contribution to  
the community. 

The area encompassed by the City has a significant Aboriginal cultural history and an 
active community. Welcome to Country and an Acknowledgement of Country at events 
recognise the unique position of Aboriginal people in Wanneroo’s culture and history.  
They enable the wider community to share in Aboriginal culture and heritage and  
facilitate improved relationships between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people. 

To acknowledge and show respect for the Whadjuk history, culture and our shared  
future, the Welcome to Country is conducted at all official major City events such as 
events celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and culture, opening  
of new significant buildings or other infrastructure and opening of major exhibitions.

.
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Safety is and always will be our number one priority at the City of Wanneroo.

I am proud to introduce the City’s Community Safety Plan 2026–2036, a 
collective commitment to building a City where every neighbourhood is safe, 
supported and connected.

We have listened carefully to develop a plan that not only responds to current 
community needs but also builds a strong foundation for the future.

The plan focuses on proactive, evidence-based approaches to community safety including  
crime prevention, road safety, water safety, emergency preparedness and community wellbeing.

Our focus areas are:

•	 	Partnerships and responsibilities

•	 	Safe space and places

•	 	Emergency management and preparedness

•	 	Technology and innovation for safety.

Creating a safe and welcoming City of Wanneroo is a shared responsibility. It is shaped by  
the choices, behaviours and partnerships of many stakeholders including residents, WA Police, 
businesses, community organisations, government agencies and the City.

Everyone has a role to play in keeping our neighbourhoods safe, connected and resilient.  
By working together, we can build stronger communities where people feel safe, supported  
and connected.

Together, we can create a City where people feel secure in their homes, confident in public  
spaces and connected to those around them. 

This plan sets a clear direction for the future, but its success depends on all  
of us. I encourage everyone to get involved, stay connected and continue 
looking out for one another.

Thank you for playing your part in making the City  
of Wanneroo a safe and welcoming place for all.

Linda Aitken JP 
Mayor 

About this StrategyMayor’s Message 

City of Wanneroo
Working together to create 

a safe, supported and 
connected City

Strategic Alignment
•  Council Plan 2025–2035 

•  A Safe City 

•  Early intervention 

•  Wise use of resources

Partnerships and Collaboration
•  Residents and businesses 

•  Community groups 

•  WA Police and services 

•  Multi-level emergency 
 management services 

Prevent and Respond
•  Prevent crime 

•  Reduce anti-social behaviour 

•  Disaster mitigation 

•  Address safety risks

Strong and 
Connected Community
•  Foster belonging 

•  Celebrate culture 

•  Build resilience 

“ Thank you to our residents,  
volunteers, community  groups and  

local business for your ongoing  
support and contribution to  

the life of our  City.”

This strategy provides clear direction for how the City will work with partners  
and the community to deliver safer neighbourhoods, strengthen trust and connection 

and support the broader aspirations of the Council Plan. 

By focusing on safety, supportive partnerships and community connection,  
it ensures actions are practical, measurable and built to last.
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Our Vision

CREATING 
PLACES WHERE 

PEOPLE 
FEEL:

ConnectedSupported 

Safe

Safer 
Neighbourhoods

Connected 
Community

Place-based 
Problem Solving

Wellbeing and 
Belonging

Participation

Education before 
Enforcement

Guiding Principles	

Together we grow 
A City where every neighbourhood feels safe, supported and connected 

— building pride, trust and resilience for all who live, work and visit.

What does our vision mean?

Safe Neighbourhoods

• Physical and emotional  
 security 

• Visible safety and   
 confidence in local areas 

• Programs for early   
 intervention to reduce  
 crime and help prevent  
 emergency disasters 

Supportive Partners

• Strong community ties  
 and social support 

• Programs for cultural   
 engagement and   
 participation    
 opportunities 

Connected Communities

• Well-maintained,   
 vibrant neighbourhoods 

• Trust in local leadership  
 and services 

• Prepared to face future  
 challenges TOGETHER 

WE ARE

ConnectedSupported 

Safe
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Strategic Links 

The Community Safety Strategy is a priority strategy under Goal 1: A Safe City in the Council 
Plan 2025 –2035. It directly supports the City’s commitment to creating safe, confident and 
connected communities by:

•	 Increasing the proportion of residents who feel safe in their neighbourhoods, day and night.

•	 Strengthening partnerships with Police, businesses and service providers.

•	 Enhancing public spaces and reducing safety risks.

•	 Improving both actual and perceived safety.

This strategy also contributes to broader Council priorities such as fostering community connection, creating 
welcoming neighbourhoods and supporting wellbeing.

The diagram below shows the direct strategic alignment between the City’s Council Plan, the Community 
Safety Strategy and other Council strategies, plans and local laws.

Focus Area 1:  Partnerships and Shared Responsibility

Focus Area 2:  Safe Spaces and Places

Focus Area 3:  Emergency Management and Preparedness 

Focus Area 4:  Technology and innovation for safety

Council Plan
Vision: Together we grow – safe, green and connected.

GOAL 4: 
A Connected 

and Liveable City

GOAL 1: 
A Safe City

GOAL 2: 
A Sustainable 

City

GOAL 3: 
A Thriving 
Economy

GOAL 5: 
A Well-

Governed City

Strategic Priority 1.1  Work together for a safer Wanneroo 

Strategic Priority 1.2  Make our streets feel safe and welcoming

Strategic Priority 1.3  Build safer paths and better ways to get around 

Strategic Target: Increase Wanneroo liveability — sense of neighbourhood safety score to 6.4

Community Safety Strategy

Vision:  Together we grow - A city where every neighbourhood feels secure, supported and   
 connected — building pride, trust and resilience for all who live, work and visit.

 Purpose:  To create a strong, connected community where people have local opportunities to   
 participate, be active, feel secure, contribute and belong.

Community Safety Action Plan  

Council Plan 2025–2035

Local Emergency Management Arrangements

Bushfire Risk Management Plan

Community Development Plan 2021–2027

Place Strategy 2023–2027

Girrawheen / Koondoola Local Area Plan 2019

Buildings Asset Management Plan 2025

Parks Asset Management Plan 2025

Transport Infrastructure Asset Management Plan 2025

Regional Homelessness Plan 2022–2026

Wanneroo Active Transport Plan 2022–2026

Road Safety Management Plan 2024–2030

Smart City Strategy

Animals Local Law 2021

Cats Local Law 2023

Dogs Local Law 2016

Parking Local Law 2015

Public Places and Local Government Property Local Law 2015

Waste Local Law 2016

Links to Organisational Strategies, Plans and Local Laws

Community safety outcomes are delivered through a coordinated approach across multiple City 
strategies and operational frameworks. The Community Safety Strategy provides the overarching 
direction, while supporting plans address specific aspects of prevention, enforcement, wellbeing, 
place management and emergency response. 
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North Ward

Central-East WardNorth-East Ward

Central-West Ward

Central Ward

South-West Ward

South Ward

243,013 
Estimated  
population 2025

41% 
People born  
overseas

39% 
Couples with  
children

35 
Median age  
of residents

339,408 
Population  
forecast 2035

21% 
People who speak  
a language other  
than English

1.9% 
Aboriginal and  
Torres Strait  
Islander population

The City of Wanneroo is located along the north-eastern 
urban corridor of the Perth metropolitan area, 12 km from 
the Perth CBD at its nearest point, stretching to 62km from 
the CBD at its furthest.

As one of Western Australia’s largest and fastest-growing local 
government areas, the City is a popular place to live, work and do 
business. Our rapid growth brings diverse communities, busy activity 
centres, expanding road networks, and unique coastal and rural 
landscapes. These factors influence both the opportunities and the 
challenges we face in supporting a safe and thriving community. 

The Community Safety Strategy responds to these local characteristics 
by focusing on practical and collaborative approaches that strengthen 
neighbourhood safety, support community connection, and enhance 
overall wellbeing across our City.

About the City

2,756 1,881 1,455

559 1,398 90

Please note: these figures are based on reported incidents to WA Police for 2025. 
Not all crimes are reported.

2025 Crime Data
Based on analysis of WA Police data, the following offence 

categories were examined across the City of Wanneroo:

Stealing (Theft) Assault (Family) Property Damage

Burglary Drug Offences Robbery

Total Reported Crimes for the above categories by year.

2023
Total: 7,616

2024
Total: 8,158

2025
Total: 8,139

Population
City Of Wanneroo Safety Statistics 
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Road Safety 

What this tells us
1.  Reducing Fatal and Serious Injury 

crashes remains the City’s primary 
road safety focus.

2.  Intersections and school 
environments remain important areas 
for ongoing attention.

3.  Low-level speeding continues to be a 
significant contributor to crash risk.

4.  A coordinated approach across 
education, infrastructure, 
enforcement and community action 
supports safer roads.

Hooning is a significant community concern that affects perceptions 
of safety and can create road safety risks.
From a road safety perspective, hooning is primarily managed as an 
antisocial behaviour and enforcement issue, rather than a leading 
contributor to Fatal and Serious Injury crashes.
The City will continue to support coordinated responses through:

Hooning and Community Safety

Community Safety initiatives 

Referral and Collaboration with WA Police 

Community awareness and reporting pathways 

Road Safety Priorities

Safer 
roads and 
intersections 

Speed 
management 
and prevention 

Education 
and behaviour 
change

Targeted 
enforcement 
partnerships

Local roads only – aligned 
to Road Safety Management 
Plan reporting

Road Traffic Crashes (2025)  – Local Roads

Fatal and Serious Injury (FSI) Crashes (including 3 fatalities)

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

49

278

664

Casualty Crashes

Property Damage Only (PDO)

991
Total Crashes

Fatal and Serious Injury (FSI) Target

49494242

FSI Crashes

Aligned to the City’s Road Safety Management Plan and the WA Road Safety Strategy target to reduce Fatal 
and Serious Injury crashes by 50% by 2030.50%

2015–2019 Baseline 2025 Result

FSI Crashes (including 3 fatalities)

21212030 Target

FSI Crashes 50% Reduction
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Water Safety 

SOURCE: Fatal drowning data (1 July 2014 – 30 June 2025 ) | Non-fatal hospital admissions data (1 July 2014 – 30 June 2025  Provided by Royal Life Saving WA / WA Department of Health

AQUATIC 
LOCATION

AQUATIC
ACTIVITY

BORN 
OVERSEAS

7% 
Other / Unknown 13% 

Inland 
waterway 

27% 
Home 

pool 

53%
Coastal 

21% 
Other /Unknown 13%

Swimming 

33% 
Boating 33% 

Fall into 
water 

27%

These insights help us focus our efforts where risk is greatest and prevention can make the biggest difference.

What this tells us

Toddlers (0–4 years) are at highest risk 
of drowning. 

Older adults (65+ years) are at 
greatest risk of fatal drowning. 

Most drownings occur in coastal and 
home pool environments and are linked 
to boating and falling into water. 

Water safety requires targeted 
prevention and local action.

Preventing drowning requires focus on education, 
swimming and water safety  skills for all, localising water safety  

efforts, safe environments and partnerships for change.

What we need to focus on
1.   Education  Increase awareness of water safety risks  
 and safe behaviours across all ages

2.  Swimming and water safety skills for all  Build   
 confidence and skills in and around water from an 
 early age and throughout life. 

3.  Localising water safety efforts  Use local data and  
 insights to target priority risk groups and locations.

4.  Safe environments  Create and maintain safer aquatic  
 environments and reduce risk. 

5.  Partnerships for change  Work together across sectors  
 and the community to achieve lasting impact.

Drownings and Water Safety
City of Wanneroo. Drowning is preventable. Water safety is a shared responsibility.

Non-Fatal Drowning
1 July 2014 – 30 June 2025  (most recent data available)

* Non-fatal hospital admissions data for 2025/26 will be available in June 2026.

Highest Risk Age GroupFatal Drowning
1 July 2014 – 30 June 2025
(most recent data available)

15 drowning deaths recorded 
in the City of Wanneroo

73.3%  were male

0–4 years
Highest risk

Older Adults
65+ years
Greatest risk of fatal drowning

Adults
35–45 years
High risk  

Hospital admissions 
due to non-fatal 
drowning

Hospital 
admissions per 
100,000 people

Highest number 
in Western 
Australia

7373 3.43.4 4th4th
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The 2024 Liveability Survey will guide ongoing investment

Community safety remains a core priority for the City of Wanneroo, 
underpinning our vision for a safe, supported and connected community. 

Insights from the 2024 Liveability Survey provide a strong evidence 
base to guide our future direction.

More than 4,000 community members shared their views. 
Safety is strongly linked to social cohesion, economic vitality, and quality of life.

TOP PRIORITIES:
Safety and Liveability

Neighbourhood Safety
•  Confident and secure in local streets and  
 community areas  

Personal Safety
•  People of all ages/abilities feel safe day 
 and night 

Safe and Accessible Movement
• Improved pathways, lighting and   
 transport connections 

MOVING FORWARD
In response, the City will strengthen

Partnerships
• with WA Police, Emergency Services 
 and local organisations 

Crime Prevention
• and CPTED principles* 

Programs
• that build community resilience 

10
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62       Overall Liveability Score

Community Insights
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CCTV – Crime 
Prevention Through 
Environmental 
Design (CPTED) 

Safety Patrol 

City Local 
Laws 

Community 
Development 

Community 
Safety 

Ranger 
Services

Emergency 
Management 

Youth 
Programs

Parking and 
Traffic 
Management 

Library 
Services

Urban 
Planning 

Corporate 

Parks and 
Maintenance 

Graffiti 
Management 

CCTV 

  
RESIDENTS  

    
RESIDENTS  
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       R
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Creating a safe and welcoming City of Wanneroo is a shared responsibility. 
Community safety is shaped by the choices, behaviours and partnerships of many 

stakeholders, including residents, businesses, community organisations, 
government agencies and the City itself. 

Everyone has a role to play in keeping our 
neighbourhoods safe, connected and resilient.

Community
Groups Developers

Place 
Management 
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WA Police 
Partnership

State and 
Commonwealth 
Government 
Agencies 

Defining Roles: Community Safety is a 
Shared Responsibility

Role of the City of Wanneroo

Role of the City of Wanneroo 
The City supports a safe, supported and connected community by:

•  Advocating for community safety and influencing decisions 

•  Partner collaborating with agencies and community groups

FUND
Supporting safe 

community projects

ADVOCATE
Representing local voices 
and influencing decisions

FACILITATE
Helping the community 
to engage and connect

PROVIDE
Planning, designing and 

maintaining safe public places 

MANAGE
Addressing risks and 
hazards in public spaces

PURSUE FUNDING
Seeking support for 
local community 
initiatives

EVALUATE
Assessing data to inform 
local safety planning and 
taking an evidence-
informed approach 

AWARENESS
 Promote community 

safety as closest level 
of government 

Supports a safe 
and liveable 
community
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Role of Ranger Services What the City does not do

While the City of Wanneroo plays an important role in 
supporting community safety, some responsibilities sit with other agencies.

The City:

Does not have the same powers as law enforcement agencies.

Does not enforce road laws, including speeding or hoon driving, 
which are the responsibility of WA Police.

Does not investigate criminal offences such as violence, 
theft, domestic violence or drug related activity.

Does not undertake criminal investigations, or policing functions, 
which are the responsibility of WA Police.

Does not control all factors that influence community safety, including  
justice outcomes, emergency response, or broader law enforcement 
activities managed by State Government agencies

Illegal dumping 
and littering 

Parking 
patrols

Animal 
management Lost pets

Abandoned 
vehicles 

Vandalism 
and damage 

Working with 
WA Police 

Fire hazard 
response 

What 
Rangers do

Important information
Rangers are not Police and cannot respond to serious crime or emergencies.

In an emergency:  DIAL 000  Non-urgent police matters:  WA POLICE 131 444

Working together for a safe, supported and connected community
Business Hours: 9405 5000  After hours: 1300 138 393

Supporting Community Safety in the City of Wanneroo 24/7 
Community Safety Service 
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Role of the WA Police Force 

Responding to 
incidents, emergencies 

and calls for service 
relating to crime, public 

safety and disorder

Preventing and responding 
to anti-social behaviour, 
including threatening, 
disruptive or criminal 
conduct in public spaces

Enforcing road laws, 
including speeding and hoon 

driving, and addressing 
reckless and dangerous 

road-user behaviours
Conducting proactive 

community policing, targeted 
operations and engagement 
programs to prevent crime

Detecting, investigating 
and prosecuting offences 
in accordance with 
legislation

Supporting victims 
and contributing to 
an effective justice 
system

Operating under the 
Police Act 1892 (WA) and 
other relevant legislation

For emergencies, contact 000
For non-urgent police matters, contact WA POLICE 131 444

Role of the 
WA Police Force

The WA Police maintains 
public safety and 

enforces the 
law by:

Lead Local Initiatives
Leading local initiatives that 

promote safety, inclusion and 
community resilience.

Report Crime 
and Concerns

Reporting suspicious, 
unsafe or criminal activity to 

the appropriate authority.

Report Hazards 
and Damage

Reporting damage, vandalism 
or hazards in public spaces 

to the City of Wanneroo.

Participate and Connect
Participating in programs, 

events and conversations that 
strengthen community safety 

and wellbeing.

Build Strong Networks
Building strong local networks through 
neighbourhood watch groups, business safety 
partnerships and community-led initiatives.

Champion 
Positive Behaviours
Championing positive behaviours 
and contributing to respectful, 
inclusive neighbourhoods.

Collaborate for Solutions
Working with the City and 
partner organisations to co-
design solutions that reflect local 
needs and lived experience.

Advocate and Support
Advocating for community 
priorities and supporting 
initiatives that improve 
neighbourhood safety.

TAKE RESPONSIBILITY TOGETHER
Encouraging individual and collective responsibility 

for creating safe environments.

The community 
plays a vital and 

active role in supporting 
a Safe, Supported 

and Connected 
City by:

Together, we create a safer, supported and connected City for all.

Role of the Community  
(Residents, Businesses and Groups)
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Role of the State and Commonwealth 
Governments 

Investment, policy
 and funding programs 

that support local 
service delivery.

Regulatory frameworks 
to support safer 

communities

Role of the State 
and Commonwealth 

Governments

Law enforcement, justice 
systems and emergency 

management functions

Enabling inclusion, access 
and participation across 
diverse communities.

Design safe and accessible 
pedestrian and vehicle 
movement, particularly 
around schools and 
public spaces.

Activate streets 
and public areas 
to encourage 
passive 
surveillance 

Use durable materials and 
layouts that discourage 
vandalism and misuse.

State and Commonwealth Governments
 support community safety through: 

Consider Crime 
Prevention 

through 
Environmental 

Design (CPTED) 
principles in all 
developments 

Provide 
clear sightlines, 

appropriate 
lighting and 

natural 
surveillance 

Design safe 
and accessible 
pedestrian and 

vehicle movement, 
particularly around 

schools and 
public spaces 

Activate streets 
and public areas 

to encourage 
passive 

surveillance 

Use durable 
materials and 
layouts that 
discourage 

vandalism and 
misuse

Developers play a key role in supporting community 
safety through the design and delivery of the built environment. 

Well-planned developments can improve visibility, encourage 
activity and reduce opportunities for anti-social behaviour.

Work with the City to ensure developments 
support safe, supported and well-connected communities.

Developer Responsibilities
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Key Risks and Considerations

Rapid Population Growth
Increasing demand on services, 
infrastructure and public spaces may place 
pressure on community safety resources.

Anti-Social Behaviour
Changes in population and 

activity in public spaces may impact 
behaviour and perceptions of safety.

Emergency and Crisis Events
Bushfires and other emergencies may 

impact response capability and require 
strong preparedness and resilience

WA Police Resourcing
Changes in policing capacity may 
influence response times, enforcement 
activity and partnership effectiveness.

These key risks may influence how community safety outcomes are 
delivered over time. The City will continue to monitor these risks and work 

with partners to respond proactively and effectively.

The City will continue to work in partnership with the WA Police, 
emergency services, government agencies and the community 
to manage these risks and support a safe and resilient City.
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Guiding our efforts to create 
a Safe, Supported and Connected City.

1.  Partnerships and shared responsibility
1.1  Foster strong, collaborative partnerships that share responsibility, increase    
 awareness, and empower the whole community to actively contribute to a safer City 

1.2  Create seamless internal collaboration that delivers integrated, proactive    
 responses to community safety challenges 

1.3  Advocate for regional and state-level support for local safety priorities 

1.4  Strengthen partnerships to support vulnerable community members 

2.  Safe spaces and places 
2.1  Design out crime and enhance safety through well-planned environments 

2.2  Create welcoming community spaces that are well used and enhance the    
 perception of safety 

2.3  Maintain public assets and reduce vandalism 

2.4  Improve safety and usability of public spaces through smart infrastructure 
 and lighting 

3.  Emergency management and preparedness 

3.1  Manage risk of significant emergency incidents 

3.2  Prepare the organisation and the community for emergencies 

3.3  Deliver coordinated emergency response activities 

3.4  Plan for recovery operations and build community resilience for emergencies 

4.  Technology and innovation for safety 
4.1  Promote the use of shared digital platforms to improve reporting, intelligence    
 sharing and responsiveness

4.2  Formalise data sharing and reporting mechanisms to support evidence-based    
 decision-making 

4.3  Enhance surveillance and deterrence through technology and coordinated response 

 
These four focus areas will guide the City’s work to improve community safety over the coming 
years. They outline where we will focus our efforts, how we will collaborate with partners, and how 
we will support safe, supported and connected neighbourhoods across Wanneroo.

Areas of Focus

27

Implementation and Delivery

The Community Safety Strategy establishes the City’s long-term direction for creating  
a safe, supported and connected City.

Delivery of the strategy will occur through the Community Safety Action Plan, which 
translates the strategy into practical and measurable actions.

The action plan outlines:

•	 	actions aligned to each of the four focus areas; 

•	 	responsible business areas and delivery partners; 

•	 	indicative implementation timeframes; and 

•	 	measures to support accountability and ongoing 
improvement. 

Measure Source Frequency Current Target

By 2030 there will be an increase in the  
Wanneroo liveability sense of neighbourhood safety 
(from crime, traffic, pollution etc) score to 6.4.

Liveability 
Survey

Biennial (every two 
years), subject to 
budget approval

5.9 6.4

Measuring Success  
Success for this strategy is reflected in how safe  
the community feels in their neighbourhood.

The strategy adopts the City’s Council Plan  
liveability safety target. This ensures community 
safety initiatives directly contribute to the  
corporate outcome of Goal 1: A Safe City and  

enables consistent organisation-wide reporting  
and accountability.

The Community Safety Strategy will be reviewed 
every 10 years, with the action plan reviewed 
annually through the City’s budget and business 
planning cycle.
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City of Wanneroo
23 Dundebar Road, Wanneroo, WA 6065

Locked Bag 1, Wanneroo, WA 6946

T (08) 9405 5000 
After Hours 1300 13 83 93 

E enquiries@wanneroo.wa.gov.au
wanneroo.wa.gov.au


