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1.0  CITATION 

This Policy has been prepared under Part 2, Division 2 of the deemed provisions for local planning 
schemes, contained in Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) 
Regulations 2015. 

2.0  INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this Policy is to provide guidance for the assessment of development applications for 
earthworks, and to provide guidance on dust management measures to be employed during earthworks 
on-site as part of a development approval or subdivision approval. 

3.0 OBJECTIVE

The objectives of this policy are to: 

• Minimise the risk of adverse impacts caused by sand drift and dust nuisance on the health and
amenity of adjacent residents.

• Incorporate a procedure for the assessment of the potential for a development site to generate dust
prior to site works commencing.

• Clarify responsibilities and provide guidance for determining appropriate measures and
contingency arrangements to manage the potential for sand and dust leaving the site during and
following earthworks.

• Establish guidance on the consideration of development applications proposing earthworks to
ensure that these are dealt with in a consistent manner.

• Facilitate the timely development of land without prejudicing future development outcomes.

4.0 APPLICATION OF THIS POLICY 

This Policy should be read in conjunction with the relevant provisions of the City of Wanneroo District 
Planning Scheme No. 2 (DPS 2) and its associated policies. 

5.0 POLICY PROVISIONS

5.1 Applications for Development Approval 

In addition to having due regard for the matters contained in Clause 67(2) of the deemed provisions, 
an approved local structure plan and/or subdivision is required as a prerequisite prior to the 
consideration of an application seeking development approval for earthworks, unless Council is 
satisfied that the development proposed: 

a) Does not conflict with the principles of orderly and proper planning; and

b) Would not prejudice future development outcomes of the area; and

c) Is for the purpose of achieving one or more of the following:
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(i) Allowing access or the provision of services or infrastructure; or

(ii) Undertaking forward works to enable subdivision.

5.2  Dust Management Plans 

5.2.1 Preparation and Submission 

a) The proponent will be required to prepare a Dust Management Plan (DMP)
accompanying a proposal for earthworks being a development or subdivision
application or when engineering drawings are submitted to the City.

b) The DMP should be prepared in accordance with the DWER Guidelines. The DMP is
to be signed by the author certifying that it has been prepared in accordance with
DWER Guidelines. The DMP is to include a site risk assessment and classification and
dust management requirements. A copy of this is contained in Appendix 1 and forms
the basis of a DMP.

c) The site risk assessment establishes the potential for dust and sand drift to be
generated from a development site by requiring the calculation of a site classification
score. Sheet 1 in Appendix 1 contains the site risk assessment and classification
chart. Sheet 3 in Appendix 1 includes additional considerations when calculating a
site risk assessment.

d) The dust management requirements set out in Sheet 4 in Appendix 1 outlines
contingency arrangements to be employed to manage dust and sand drift from
development sites where earthworks are being undertaken depending on the site
classification score.

e) The major factors influencing the risk of dust and sand drift being generated from a
development site and a range of dust control measures are contained in Appendix 2
and 3, respectively. These considerations influence both the site risk assessment
classification score as well as dust management.

5.2.2 Approval and Monitoring 

a) No earthworks shall commence on site until such time as the DMP has been endorsed
by the City.

b) It is the landowner’s responsibility to maintain dust suppression on development sites
both during and following the completion of earthworks on site. In the case of
subdivisions, where new lots are created and sold to new owners, the responsibility to
carry out dust management resides with any new owner.

c) Dust and sand drift is considered by the City to be a matter of significant nuisance with
a high risk of adversely impacting on public amenity, health and safety. Where it is
identified that earthworks do not comply with the endorsed DMP, the City will prioritise
the matter and take enforcement action as set out in the City’s Local Planning Policy
4.14: Compliance.
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DEFINITIONS

Deemed provisions: means the deemed provisions for local planning schemes, included in Schedule 2 

of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015. 

DWER Guidelines: means the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (formerly the 
Department of Environmental Regulation) “A guideline for managing the impacts of dust and associated 
contaminates from land development sites, contaminated sites, remediation and other related activities” 
dated March 2011. 

Dust: means solid particles generated and dispersed in the air by processes such as handling, crushing 
and grinding of organic or inorganic materials such as rock, ore, metal, coal, wood or grain and stockpiling 
of materials and windblown dust. 

Earthworks: means any works which alter the levels of a site which may include re-contouring, filling, 
cutting, draining and/or stabilising of land as part of works associated with the development of land. 

Sand: means any granular material consisting of small eroded fragments of rock finer than gravel 
whether or not forming part of a beach, desert or bed of any river and includes dust and organic matter. 
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